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MAGNETIC ELEMENT CONTROL DEVICE,
MAGNETIC ELEMENT CONTROL METHOD
AND MAGNETIC DETECTION DEVICE

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation application based on a
PCT Patent Application No. PCT/JP2013/065873, filed Jun.
7, 2013, whose priority is claimed on Japanese Patent Appli-
cation No. 2012-130860 filed Jun. 8, 2012, the entire contents
of which are hereby incorporated by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a signal processing circuit
and a physical quantity measuring device using the signal
processing circuit, and particularly relates to a magnetic ele-
ment control device that drives a time-resolution type flux-
gate type (hereinafter, referred to as an FG-type) magnetic
element, a magnetic element control method, and a magnetic
detection device that detects a magnetic field using the mag-
netic element control method.

2. Description of the Related Art

Generally, FG-type magnetic elements have a high sensi-
tivity of detecting a magnetic field and are capable of a reduc-
tion in size, as compared to Hall elements or magneto-resis-
tive elements which are magnetic elements that detect similar
magnetism, and thus are used in azimuth detection devices
such as portable electronic devices, and the like.

FIG. 11 is a diagram showing a configuration example of a
time-resolution FG-type magnetic element (for magnetic pro-
portion type measurement). As shown in FIG. 11, the FG-type
magnetic element is configured such that an excitation wind-
ing and a detection winding are wound around the circumfer-
ential surface of a magnetic substance core which is formed of
a high magnetic permeability material. A region around
which the excitation winding is wound is driven by an exci-
tation signal as an exciting coil, and a region around which the
detection winding is wound outputs a detection signal as a
detection coil.

FIG. 12 is a waveform diagram showing a principle of a
magnetic proportion system in which magnetism is detected
using the time-resolution FG-type magnetic element. PART
(a) of FIG. 12 shows an excitation current which is supplied to
the exciting coil of the magnetic element, in which the vertical
axis thereof represents the current value of the excitation
current, and the horizontal axis thereof represents time. PART
(b) of FIG. 12 shows a magnetic flux density of a magnetic
field which is generated in the magnetic substance core by the
exciting coil of the magnetic element, in which the vertical
axis thereof represents magnetic flux density, and the hori-
zontal axis thereof represents time. PART (c) of FIG. 12
shows the voltage value of a pulse which is generated by the
detection coil of the magnetic element due to an induced
electromotive force, in which the horizontal axis thereof rep-
resents time.

In FIG. 12, since the exciting coil is driven, a signal of an
excitation current Id (hereinafter, referred to as an excitation
signal) is applied between the terminals of the exciting coil, as
the excitation signal of an alternating current having a con-
stant cycle, that is, as the excitation signal (that is, triangular
wave current signal) having a triangular wave shape as shown
in PART (b) of FIG. 12.

Thereby, in the time (positive and negative alternating time
zone of the excitation current) at which the direction of the
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excitation current changes, in the case of PART (¢) of FIG. 12,
the detection coil generates a positive and negative pulse (a
pickup signal, that is, a pu signal) due to an induced electro-
motive force at time t1 and time t2, and a voltage Vp (pickup
voltage) of the pulse is set to a detection signal. The detection
signal is continuously generated between the terminals of the
detection coil as a pulse having voltages of positive and
negative polarities, corresponding to the cycle of the triangu-
lar wave current signal.

When a stationary magnetic field Hex (see FIG. 11) pass-
ing through a cylindrical space in which the excitation wind-
ing and the detection winding of the magnetic substance core
are created is applied to the magnetic element, a stationary
current corresponding to the stationary magnetic field flows
in the excitation winding. That is, the above-mentioned sta-
tionary current is superimposed, as an offset, on the excitation
current Id of the excitation signal which is applied to the
excitation winding.

As aresult, the driving state of the exciting coil based on the
alternating excitation signal changes due to the offset. That is,
the time at which the direction of the flow of the excitation
current Id changes varies in a case where the stationary mag-
netic field Hex is applied and a case where the stationary
magnetic field Hex is not applied.

In this case, as shown in PART (c) of FIG. 12, when the
stationary magnetic field Hex in the same direction as that of
a magnetic field generated by the exciting coil is applied
(Hex>0), as compared to a case where the stationary magnetic
field Hex is not applied (Hex=0), a value of time t1 becomes
smaller at a timing at which the direction of the flow of the
excitation current Id changes, and a value of time t2 becomes
larger (time Tm becomes shorter than T/2). On the other hand,
when the stationary magnetic field Hex in an opposite direc-
tion to that of a magnetic field generated by the exciting coil
is applied (Hex<0), as compared to a case where the station-
ary magnetic field Hex is not applied, a value of time t1
becomes larger at a timing at which the direction of the flow
of the excitation current Id changes, and a value of time 2
becomes smaller (time Tp becomes longer than T/2).

Thereby, a magnetic flux density ¢ in the magnetic sub-
stance core changing with a timing at which the direction of
the flow of the excitation current Id changes also varies cor-
responding to the stationary current which is superimposed
on the excitation current Id.

When the direction of a magnetic flux changes, an induced
electromotive force is generated in the detection coil in a
direction in which a change in magnetic flux is canceled. That
is, a detection signal is generated as a pulse of a negative
voltage at a timing at which the excitation current Id changes
from positive to negative. On the other hand, a detection
signal is generated as a pulse of a positive voltage at a timing
at which the excitation current Id changes from negative to
positive.

Therefore, in the FG-type magnetic element, a timing at
which the detection signal is output when the stationary mag-
netic field Hex is not applied is compared with a timing at
which the detection signal is output when the stationary mag-
netic field Hex is applied, thereby allowing the magnitude of
the stationary magnetic field Hex to be measured indirectly.
That is, when the stationary magnetic field Hex is applied, a
specific stationary current flows to a driving coil. Therefore, a
constant offset is superimposed on the excitation signal, and
atime interval between pulsed detection signals of a negative
voltage and a positive voltage changes.

Therefore, magnetic detection devices using the FG-type
magnetic element measure the intensity of the stationary
magnetic field Hex applied from the outside by measuring a
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time interval at which the pulsed detection signals of a nega-
tive voltage and a positive voltage are generated (see, for
example, Japanese Unexamined Patent Applications, First
Publications No. 2008-292325, No. 2007-078423, and No.
2007-078422).

Here, the maximum value of the excitation current Id
which is applied to the exciting coil is set to a value for which
a magnetic field having more than the saturation magnetic
flux density of the magnetic substance core is generated.
Thereby, the measurement magnetic field range of the mag-
netic element is determined from the time of one cycle of the
excitation signal, and time change (hereinafter, referred to as
excitation efficiency) corresponding to the current value of
the stationary current as an offset due to the application of the
stationary magnetic field Hex.

That is, a period from time t0 to time t3 is one cycle of the
excitation signal, and a cycle width is time T. When the
stationary magnetic field Hex is not applied (Hex=0), the time
from time t1 at which a detection signal of a negative voltage
(hereinafter, referred to as a first detection signal) is output to
time t2 at which a detection signal of a positive voltage
(hereinafter, referred to as a second detection signal) is
detected becomes equal to the half cycle of the excitation
signal, and thus is set to time T/2.

In addition, when the stationary magnetic field Hex is
applied, a time width (hereinafter, referred to as measurement
time width) until the first detection signal is output and then
the second detection signal is detected changes with respect
to time T/2. As shown in FIG. 11, when the magnetic flux
direction of the stationary magnetic field Hex is a solid arrow
(Hex>0), the direction is the same as the direction of a mag-
netic flux which is generated by the exciting coil, and thus
time width Tm becomes shorter than time T/2 (T0>Tm). On
the other hand, when the magnetic flux direction of the sta-
tionary magnetic field Hex is a dashed arrow (Hex<0), the
direction is opposite to the direction of a magnetic flux which
is generated by the exciting coil, and time width Tp becomes
longer than time T/2 (Tp>T0). Here, the relation of TO=T/2 is
established.

FIG. 13 is a diagram showing a configuration example of a
time-resolution FG-type magnetic element (for magnetic bal-
ance type measurement). As shown in FIG. 13, unlike the
magnetic element of FIG. 11, the FG-type magnetic element
in magnetic balance type measurement is configured such
that a feedback (hereinafter, referred to as FB) winding coil is
wound around the circumferential surface of the magnetic
substance core which is formed of a high magnetic perme-
ability material, in addition to the excitation winding and the
detection winding. A region around which the excitation
winding is wound is driven by an excitation signal as an
exciting coil, a region around which the detection winding is
wound outputs a detection signal as a detection coil, and a
region around which the feedback winding is wound is driven
by a feedback signal as an FB coil.

FIG. 14 is a waveform diagram showing a principle of a
magnetic balance type measurement in which magnetism is
detected using the time-resolution FG-type magnetic ele-
ment.

PART (a) of FIG. 14 shows an excitation current which is
supplied to the exciting coil of the magnetic element, in which
the vertical axis thereof represents a current value of the
excitation current, and the horizontal axis thereof represents
time. The excitation current is a positive and negative alter-
nating signal bordered by a reference current value of 0 A
(zero amperes). PART (b) of FIG. 14 shows an FB signal (that
is, a feedback signal) which is a current applied to the FB coil
of the magnetic element, in which the vertical axis thereof

15

30

40

45

55

4

represents a current value of the FB signal, and the horizontal
axis thereof represents time. PART (c) of FIG. 14 shows a
voltage value of a pulse which is generated by the detection
coil of the magnetic element due to an induced electromotive
force, in which the horizontal axis thereof represents time.

As shown in FIG. 14, in the case of magnetic balance type
measurement, a magnetic field that cancels out the stationary
magnetic field Hex (stationary magnetic field passing through
the magnetic substance core) which is applied to the magnetic
element is generated by the above FB coil. A stationary mag-
netic field which is applied to the magnetic element is mea-
sured from a current value when the magnetic field that can-
cels out a stationary magnetic field is generated in the FB coil.

In a magnetic balance system, as a coil that generates a
magnetic field that cancels out a stationary magnetic field in
the magnetic substance core, the above FB coil is provided in
the magnetic element, in addition to the exciting coil and the
detection coil.

Hereinafter, in this specification, a method in which a sta-
tionary magnetic field in the magnetic substance core is can-
celed by applying an FB signal and in which a magnetic field
is measured is referred to as FB control of an FB coil.

In addition, in the case of magnetic balance type measure-
ment, similarly to the magnetic proportion system described
previously, a time interval between pulses generated in the
detection coil is measured in the positive and negative alter-
nating time zone of the excitation signal which is applied to
the exciting coil. The FB signal is applied to the FB coil so that
time from time t1 at which the measured detection signal of a
negative voltage is output to time t2 at which the detection
signal of a positive voltage is detected becomes equal to T/2.

For example, in PART (c) of FIG. 14, when a time width
between time t1 and time t2 is larger than T/2, the stationary
magnetic field Hex in a negative direction is applied as shown
in PART (a) of FIG. 14, and the curve of the excitation signal
changes substantially from curve L0 to curve L2. For this
reason, since curve [.2 of the excitation signal is returned to a
position of curve L.O in which the time width between time t1
and time t2 becomes equal to T/2, the FB signal of the current
value of line FB2 in PART (b) of FIG. 14 is applied to the FB
coil.

On the other hand, in PART (c) of FIG. 14, when the time
width between time t1 and time t2 is smaller than T/2, the
stationary magnetic field Hex in a positive direction is applied
as shown in PART (a) of FIG. 14, and the curve of the exci-
tation signal changes substantially from curve LOto curve L 1.
For this reason, since curve L1 of the excitation signal is
returned to the position of curve L0, the FB signal of the
current value of line FB1 in PART (b) of FIG. 14 is applied to
the FB coil.

The intensity of the stationary magnetic field which is
applied to the magnetic element is obtained from the current
value of the FB signal applied to the FB coil so that the time
width between time t1 and time t2 becomes equal to T/2.

Next, FIG. 15 is a block diagram showing a configuration
example of a magnetic detection device using a magnetic
element control device in FB control of an FB coil. In FIG. 15,
a magnetic element 300 is constituted by a detection coil, an
exciting coil, and an FB coil.

A magnetic element control device 200 is constituted by a
magnetic element control unit 201, a clock signal generation
unit 202, and a clock signal adjustment unit 203.

The clock signal generation unit 202 generates a clock of
cycle T, and outputs the generated clock to the clock signal
adjustment unit 203.
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The clock signal adjustment unit 203 adjusts the signal
level of the clock to be supplied, and outputs the adjusted
clock to the magnetic element control unit 201.

The magnetic element control unit 201 includes a detection
signal amplification unit 2012, a detection signal comparison
unit 2013, a feedback signal adjustment unit 2014, a feedback
signal conversion unit 2015, a data signal conversion unit
2016, an excitation signal adjustment unit 2017, and an exci-
tation signal generation unit 2018.

The excitation signal generation unit 2018 generates a
triangular wave as the excitation signal shown in PART (a) of
FIG. 14 from the clock which is supplied from the clock
signal adjustment unit 203.

The excitation signal adjustment unit 2017 adjusts the volt-
age level of the excitation signal which is supplied from the
excitation signal generation unit 2018, and supplies the
adjusted voltage level, as the excitation signal, to the exciting
coil.

The exciting coil generates a magnetic field corresponding
to the triangular wave within the magnetic substance core of
the magnetic element 300.

The detection coil generates a pulse at the positive and
negative alternating time zone of the excitation signal in the
magnetic substance core.

The detection signal amplification unit 2012 amplifies the
voltage level of the pulse which is supplied from the detection
coil, and outputs the amplified voltage level, as the detection
signal, to the detection signal comparison unit 2013.

The detection signal comparison unit 2013 obtains a dif-
ference between T/2 and the time width of the pulse (detec-
tion signal) between time tl and time t2, and outputs the
difference to the feedback signal conversion unit 2015.

The feedback signal conversion unit 2015 obtains the cur-
rent value of the FB signal, supplied to the FB coil, from the
supplied difference.

Here, the feedback signal conversion unit 2015 reads out
the current value corresponding to the difference from an FB
current value table which is previously written and stored in
an internal storage unit, and obtains the current value of the
FB signal.

The FB current value table is a table indicating the corre-
spondence of the above difference to a current value (digital
value) for cancel a stationary magnetic field in the magnetic
substance core.

The feedback signal adjustment unit 2014 performs D/A
(Digital/Analog) conversion on the current value of the FB
signal which is supplied from the feedback signal conversion
unit 2015, and outputs the generated current as the FB signal
to the FB coil. In addition, the feedback signal adjustment unit
2014 outputs the current value ofthe FB signal, supplied from
the feedback signal conversion unit 2015, to the data signal
conversion unit 2016.

The feedback signal adjustment unit 2014 obtains the
intensity of the stationary magnetic field canceled in the mag-
netic substance core, that is, the intensity of the stationary
magnetic field Hex applied to the magnetic element 300, from
the current value of the FB signal to be supplied. Here, the
feedback signal adjustment unit 2014 reads out the magnetic
field intensity corresponding to the current value of the FB
signal, from a current value magnetic field table which is
previously written and stored in an internal storage unit, and
obtains the intensity of the magnetic field which is applied to
the magnetic element 300. The current value magnetic field
table is a table indicating the correspondence of the above
current value of the FB signal to the intensity of the applied
stationary magnetic field Hex.
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When magnetism of the magnetic proportion system is
detected using the above-mentioned time-resolution FG-type
magnetic element, a measurable magnetic field range is deter-
mined by the intensity of the excitation signal and the amount
of magnetic field generated per current applied to the coil
(hereinafter, referred to as excitation efficiency) which is
caused by the material and structure of the magnetic sub-
stance core of the magnetic element 300.

When magnetism of the magnetic balance type is detected
using the time-resolution FG-type magnetic element, a mag-
netic field within the magnetic substance core is maintained
in an equilibrium state so that the detection signal is output at
a constant time interval (T/2) regardless of the stationary
magnetic field Hex which is applied to the magnetic element
300. For this reason, a restriction can be performed by the
power supply voltage of the entire magnetic element 300, that
is, the measurement of the magnetic field can be performed in
a range in which the current value of the FB signal is capable
of being supplied.

In addition, when magnetism of the magnetic proportion
system is detected using the time-resolution FG-type mag-
netic element, a time interval at which the detection signal is
output changes depending on the magnetic field, and thus the
linearity of magnetic sensitivity is reflected directly to the
characteristics of the magnetic element 300.

On the other hand, when magnetism of the magnetic bal-
ance system is detected using the time-resolution FG-type
magnetic element, the magnetic field dependency of excita-
tion efficiency is small as the characteristics of the magnetic
element, and thus the waveform of the detection signal and
the stationarity of a time interval at which the detection signal
is generated have a tendency to be maintained.

For this reason, when a measuring object is applied to the
magnetic element that measures a magnetic field which is
generated by a current of approximately several hundred A
(amperes) in the entire measurement current range in a state
where linearity is maintained, magnetism detection in the
magnetic balance system has been mainly used so far, as
compared to the magnetic proportion system.

When magnetism is detected by the magnetic proportion
system using the above-mentioned time-resolution FG-type
magnetic element, as previously stated, the measurable mag-
netic field range is restricted by the excitation signal and the
excitation efficiency of the magnetic element 300.

For this reason, when the magnetic element which is the
magnetic proportion system is applied as a current sensor
having a maximum measurement current of approximately
several hundred A, the measurement range of a magnetic field
capable of obtaining high-accuracy output linearity is
restricted due to the restriction of an allowable maximum
current value or a power supply voltage used to drive the
magnetic element, in addition to the dependency of the output
linearity of a single magnetic element on the intensity of a
magnetic field.

In addition, when the waveform of the detection signal
generated by the detection coil changes depending on the
intensity of the stationary magnetic field Hex and the tem-
perature of the magnetic substance core, there is a correlation
between the time differential value of a rise in the waveform
of the detection signal and the output variation of the detec-
tion signal. For this reason, the time variation value of the
output of the detection signal changes depending on the inten-
sity of the magnetic field. Thereby, in the measurement of the
intensity of a magnetic field, particularly, as the intensity of
the magnetic field increases, the time variation value
increases, and a magnetic field is not able to be detected with
a high degree of accuracy.
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On the other hand, when magnetism is detected by the
magnetic balance system using the time-resolution FG-type
magnetic element, the FB signal is generally performed by
current control in FB control of an FB coil.

As previously stated, even when there is a proportional
relation between the current value in an FB control signal and
the intensity of a magnetic field generated by the current
value, and the resistance of the FB coil changes correspond-
ing to a temperature due to the difference in the current value
of the FB signal, the current value of the FB signal is con-
trolled at a constant current. For this reason, in the magnetic
field having a high intensity in which the current value of the
FB signal increases, it is also possible to maintain the sensi-
tivity linearity of the magnetic element.

In addition, even when each excitation efficiency of the
exciting coil and the FB coil changes with the individual
deviation of the characteristics of the magnetic element, the
convergence state of magnetic field equilibrium between the
magnetic field generated by the FB signal and the stationary
magnetic field Hex applied to the magnetic element 300 is
restricted by the characteristics of the control circuit that
outputs the FB signal, and a residual error (error) in conver-
gence is not generated.

Further, when the ratio of the excitation efficiency of the
exciting coil to the excitation efficiency of the FB coil is held
constant, the magnetic sensitivity ratio of the exciting coil to
the FB coil does not change, and thus the convergence time
until the magnetic field based on the FB signal and the sta-
tionary magnetic field reach magnetic field equilibrium also
does not change.

Therefore, when the exciting coil and the FB coil in the
magnetic element are simultaneously formed by a semicon-
ductor process or the like, a coil resistance ratio is maintained
even in a case where each resistance of the exciting coil and
the FB coil changes. Thus, a residual error in an equilibrium
state which is an index of the convergence of magnetic field
equilibrium does not occur, and the time to reach the equilib-
rium state does not change.

However, when magnetism is detected by the magnetic
balance system using the time-resolution FG-type magnetic
element, the magnetic element is provided with the FB coil,
and thus a reduction in the size of the magnetic element is
restricted. In addition, when the FB signal to drive the FB coil
controls the intensity of a magnetic field generated by the FB
coil based on the current value, the current value correspond-
ing to the intensity of a magnetic field is required to be
determined by controlling constant current. For this reason, a
voltage-to-current conversion circuit that controls a constant
current has to be mounted. Therefore, the circuit size of a
control unit that controls a current which is applied to the FB
coil becomes larger, and the consumption current also
increases.

In addition, an internal reference potential when a constant
current in the voltage-to-current conversion circuit is gener-
ated fluctuates temporally in association with an increase in
the current value of the FB signal, and thus becomes unstable.
Therefore, the current value of a constant current to be output
fluctuates.

The present invention is contrived in view of such circum-
stances, and an object thereof is to provide a magnetic ele-
ment control device, a magnetic element control method and
a magnetic detection device in which magnetism of a mag-
netic balance system employing a time-resolution FG-type
magnetic element is detected using a magnetic element con-
stituted by only an exciting coil and a detection coil, and
which is provided with an offset adjustment function (same as
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that of) for a voltage-to-current conversion circuit that pro-
vides an excitation signal for current control of an FB coil.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to a first aspect of the present invention, there is
provided a magnetic element control device that controls a
flux-gate type magnetic element when an intensity of a sta-
tionary magnetic field which is applied to the magnetic ele-
ment having an exciting coil and a detection coil is detected
using a time-resolution magnetic balance system, including:
an excitation signal generation unit that generates an alternat-
ing signal; a detection signal comparison unit that detects a
detection signal of a positive voltage or a negative voltage
which is generated at the detection coil by an induced elec-
tromotive force when a direction of an excitation current
which flows to the excitation coil switches; a feedback signal
conversion unit that converts a time width between detection
signals of the positive voltage and the negative voltage into
voltage information; a feedback signal adjustment unit that
generates a feedback signal that generates a magnetic field
that cancels out the stationary magnetic field which is applied
to the magnetic element, from the voltage information; a data
signal conversion unit that outputs the feedback signal as a
data signal indicating a magnetic field intensity; an adjust-
ment signal generation unit that generates an offset signal
(signal as a direct current adjustment signal) that cancels out
an offset component which is superimposed on the data sig-
nal; and an excitation signal adjustment unit that generates an
alternating current, a feedback current, and an offset current
from the alternating signal, the feedback signal, and the offset
signal, respectively, superimposes the feedback current and
the offset current on the alternating current, and generates the
excitation current which is applied to the exciting coil.

According to a second aspect of the present invention, in
the magnetic element control device of the first aspect
described above, the offset signal is set to have a voltage
which cancels out the offset component which is a difference
between a data signal measured in a zero magnetic field and
an expectation value of a data signal on a design in the zero
magnetic field.

According to a third aspect of the present invention, in the
magnetic element control device of the first or second aspect
described above, the excitation signal adjustment unit
includes a differential amplifier which is configured such that
a terminal of the exciting coil is connected to an inverting
input terminal and an output terminal, and a reference voltage
is applied to a non-inverting input terminal, and the alternat-
ing current, the feedback current and the offset current are
applied to the inverting input terminal, and the differential
amplifier causes an excitation current obtained by adding the
alternating current, the feedback current and the offset current
to flow from the output terminal to the exciting coil.

According to a fourth aspect of the present invention, the
magnetic element control device of the third aspect described
above further includes a temperature sensor, and the adjust-
ment signal generation unit performs control on the basis of a
temperature measured by the temperature sensor so that the
offset current becomes equal to a current value which is set to
an initial value, regardless of the temperature.

According to a fifth aspect of the present invention, in the
magnetic element control device of the fourth aspect
described above, the excitation signal adjustment unit is con-
figured to multiply the alternating signal by a coefficient
corresponding to the temperature to correct the alternating
signal, superimpose the feedback current on an alternating
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current determined from the alternating signal after the cor-
rection, and supply the superimposed signal, as the excitation
current, to the exciting coil.

According to a sixth aspect of the present invention, in the
magnetic element control device of the fourth or fifth aspect
described above, the excitation signal generation unit is con-
figured to adjust a cycle of the alternating signal in response
to the coefficient corresponding to the temperature, superim-
pose the feedback current on an alternating current generated
from the alternating signal after the adjustment, and supply
the superimposed signal, as the excitation current, to the
exciting coil.

According to a seventh aspect of the present invention, in
the magnetic element control device of the first to sixth
aspects described above, when a mode in which an intensity
of'a magnetic field is detected is selected using a time-reso-
Iution magnetic proportion system, the feedback signal
adjustment unit sets a voltage value of the feedback signal to
0V and supplies the voltage value to the excitation signal
adjustment unit, and the feedback signal conversion unit out-
puts the time width as measurement data of the stationary
magnetic field.

According to an eighth aspect of the present invention, the
magnetic element control device of the first to seventh aspects
described above further includes: a clock signal generation
unit that generates a periodic clock signal; and an excitation
signal generation unit that generates a triangular wave signal
as the alternating signal synchronized with the clock signal.

According to a ninth aspect of the present invention, there
is provided a magnetic element control method of controlling
a flux-gate type magnetic element when an intensity of a
stationary magnetic field which is applied to the magnetic
element having an exciting coil and a detection coil is
detected using a time-resolution magnetic balance system,
including: an excitation signal generation process of gener-
ating an alternating signal; a detection signal comparison
process of detecting a detection signal of a positive voltage or
a negative voltage which is generated at the detection coil by
an induced electromotive force when a direction of an exci-
tation current which flows to the exciting coil switches; a
feedback signal conversion process of converting a time
width between detection signals of the positive voltage and
the negative voltage into voltage information; a feedback
signal adjustment process of generating a feedback signal that
generates a magnetic field that cancels out the stationary
magnetic field which is applied to the magnetic element, from
the voltage information; a data signal conversion process of
outputting the feedback signal as a data signal indicating a
magnetic field intensity; an adjustment signal generation pro-
cess of generating an offset signal that canceles an offset
component which is superimposed on the data signal; and an
excitation signal adjustment process of generating an alter-
nating current, a feedback current, and an offset current from
the alternating signal, the feedback signal, and the offset
signal, respectively, superimposing the feedback current and
the offset current on the alternating current, and generating
the excitation current which is applied to the exciting coil.

According to a tenth aspect of the present invention, there
is provided a magnetic detection device, based on a magnetic
balance system, which detects an intensity of a stationary
magnetic field to be applied, including: a flux-gate type mag-
netic element having an exciting coil and a detection coil; an
excitation signal generation unit that generates an alternating
signal; a detection signal comparison unit that detects a detec-
tion signal of a positive voltage or a negative voltage which is
generated at the detection coil by an induced electromotive
force when a direction of an excitation current which flows to
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the exciting coil switches; a feedback signal conversion unit
that converts a time width between detection signals of the
positive voltage and the negative voltage into voltage infor-
mation; a feedback signal adjustment unit that generates a
feedback signal that generates a magnetic field that cancels
out the stationary magnetic field which is applied to the mag-
netic element, from the voltage information; an adjustment
signal generation unit that generates an offset signal that
cancels out an offset component which is superimposed on
the data signal; an excitation signal adjustment unit that gen-
erates an alternating current, a feedback current, and an offset
current from the alternating signal, the feedback signal, and
the offset signal, respectively, superimposes the feedback
current and the offset current on the alternating current, and
generates the excitation current which is applied to the excit-
ing coil; and a data signal conversion unit that outputs the
feedback signal as a data signal indicating a magnetic field
intensity.

According to the aspects of the present invention described
above, since the feedback signal of the voltage value for
generating a magnetic field that cancels out the stationary
magnetic field is superimposed on the excitation signal, and
the feedback signal when the stationary magnetic field is
canceled (magnetic intensity is set to 0) is used as measure-
ment data indicating a magnetic field intensity, the magnetic
field intensity of a magnetic balance system can be measured
using the magnetic element (magnetic element constituted by
the exciting coil and the detection coil without an FB coil)
having the same structure as that of a magnetic proportion
system.

Therefore, according to the aspects of the present inven-
tion, it is possible to reduce the size of the magnetic element
used in the magnetic detection device. Therefore, it is pos-
sible to realize a reduction in the size of the magnetic detec-
tion device, and to reduce manufacturing costs through a
reduction in the size thereof.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing a configuration of a magnetic
detection device constituted by a magnetic element control
device 100 and a magnetic element 50 according to a first
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing a configuration example of an
excitation signal adjustment unit 1016 and an adjustment
signal generation unit 1100 in FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a diagram showing a configuration example of a
magnetic element 50 which is a flux-gate type magnetic ele-
ment.

FIG. 4 is a waveform diagram showing an operation prin-
ciple of the flux-gate type magnetic element.

FIG. 5 is a flow diagram showing an operation example of
magnetic element control processing (generation processing
of a feedback voltage based on a digital value) performed by
the magnetic element control device 100 according to the first
embodiment.

FIG. 6 is a flow diagram showing an operation example of
magnetic element control processing (generation processing
of'a feedback voltage based on an analog value) performed by
the magnetic element control device 100 according to the first
embodiment.

FIG. 7 is a diagram showing a configuration example of a
magnetic element control device 110 according to a second
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 8 is a diagram showing a configuration example of a
magnetic element control device 100 according to a third
embodiment.
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FIG. 9 is a flow diagram showing an operation example of
magnetic element control processing (generation processing
of a feedback voltage based on a digital value) performed by
a magnetic element control device 130 according to the third
embodiment.

FIG. 10 is a flow diagram showing an operation example of
magnetic element control processing (generation processing
of'a feedback voltage based on an analog value) performed by
the magnetic element control device 130 according to the
third embodiment.

FIG. 11 is a diagram showing a configuration example of a
time-resolution FG-type magnetic element (for magnetic pro-
portion type measurement).

FIG. 12 is a waveform diagram showing a principle in
which magnetism in a magnetic balance system is detected
using the time-resolution FG-type magnetic element.

FIG. 13 is a diagram showing a configuration example of a
time-resolution FG-type magnetic element (for magnetic bal-
ance type measurement).

FIG. 14 is a waveform diagram showing a principle in
which magnetism in a magnetic balance system is detected
using the time-resolution FG-type magnetic element.

FIG. 15 is a block diagram showing a configuration
example of a magnetic detection device using a magnetic
element control device in FB control of an FB coil.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

First Embodiment

Hereinafter, a first embodiment of the present invention
will be described with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings. FIG. 1 is a diagram showing a configuration of a mag-
netic detection device constituted by a magnetic element
control device 100 and a magnetic element 50 according to
the first embodiment of the present invention. The magnetic
element control device 100 includes a magnetic element con-
trolunit 101, a clock signal generation unit 102, a clock signal
adjustment unit 103, and a data signal determination unit 104.

When the intensity of a stationary magnetic field which is
applied to the flux-gate type magnetic element 50 constituted
by a detection coil 51 and an exciting coil 52 is detected using
a time-resolution magnetic balance system, the magnetic ele-
ment control device 100 according to the present embodiment
controls an excitation signal which is applied to the exciting
coil 52.

The magnetic element control unit 101 includes a detection
signal amplification unit 1011, a detection signal comparison
unit 1012, a feedback signal adjustment unit 1013, a feedback
signal conversion unit 1014, a data signal conversion unit
1015, an excitation signal adjustment unit 1016, an excitation
signal generation unit 1017 and an adjustment signal genera-
tion unit 1100.

The clock signal generation unit 102 is constituted by an
oscillator that generates a clock signal having a predeter-
mined cycle, and outputs a generated clock signal to the clock
signal adjustment unit 103.

The clock signal adjustment unit 103 amplifies the signal
level of a clock signal to be supplied, or performs processing
such as a change in the cycle of the clock signal, and outputs
a clock signal of a processing result to the excitation signal
generation unit 1017.

The data signal determination unit 104 determines whether
the voltage value of a data signal indicating the intensity of a
magnetic field which is supplied from the data signal conver-
sion unit 1015 (described later in detail) is included in a data
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range (designated range of output data) which is set in
advance. The above data range is previously written and
stored in an internal storage unit of the data signal determi-
nation unit 104. The data range refers to a range of a voltage
value for determining whether a voltage value indicating a
data signal which is amplified and output in the data signal
conversion unit 1015 is included in a region in which a mag-
netic field and a voltage value indicating the magnetic field
are in a linear relation.

When the voltage value of the data signal is not included in
the data range, the data signal determination unit 104 outputs
an error signal which is a data signal indicating an error to an
external magnetic field intensity determination device. In
addition, when the voltage value of the data signal is included
in the data range, the data signal determination unit 104
outputs a data signal indicating a voltage value to the external
magnetic field intensity determination device through a data
signal output terminal.

In the magnetic element control unit 101, the excitation
signal generation unit 1017 generates a triangular wave signal
as an alternating signal, for example, an alternating voltage
signal that alternates using OV as a reference potential, on the
basis of a clock signal which is supplied from the clock signal
adjustment unit 103.

The excitation signal adjustment unit 1016 amplifies the
triangular wave signal, generated by the excitation signal
generation unit 1017, at a predetermined amplification factor,
generates a triangular wave current signal, and applies the
generated signal to the exciting coil 52.

The excitation signal adjustment unit 1016 adds compo-
nents of a feedback current If and an offset current Ia which is
a direct-current adjustment current, described later, to the
triangular wave current signal which is applied to the exciting
coil 52.

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing a configuration example of the
excitation signal adjustment unit 1016 and the adjustment
signal generation unit 1100 in FIG. 1. In FIG. 2, the excitation
signal adjustment unit 1016 includes a differential amplifier
2001, and resistors 2002 and 2003. Here, the resistance value
of the resistor 2002 is a resistance value R, and the resistance
value of the resistor 2003 is a resistance value Rf. The resistor
2002 is interposed between the output terminal of the excita-
tion signal generation unit 1017 and the (-) terminal (invert-
ing input terminal) of the differential amplifier 2001, and
performs voltage-current conversion on the voltage of the
triangular wave excitation signal which is output by the exci-
tation signal generation unit 1017 to thereby obtain a drive
current 1. The resistor 2003 is interposed between the output
terminal of the feedback signal adjustment unit 1013 and the
(=) terminal of the differential amplifier 2001, performs volt-
age-current conversion on the voltage (feedback voltage) of a
feedback signal which is output by the feedback signal adjust-
ment unit 1013 to thereby obtain a feedback current If, and
outputs the current to the (-) terminal of the differential
amplifier 2001. In addition, in the resistor 2003, the resistance
value Rf’is set so that the current value of the feedback current
If corresponds to the shift amount of a magnetic field indi-
cated by the feedback voltage and has a current value which
changes an excitation current lex.

Meanwhile, in the present embodiment, a description is
given in which the feedback signal which is output by the
feedback signal adjustment unit 1013 is a voltage control
signal, but the feedback signal may be a current control sig-
nal. Alternatively, the feedback signal may include both the
voltage control signal and the current control signal.

In addition, the (+) terminal (non-inverting input terminal)
of the differential amplifier 2001 is connected to the output
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terminal of the adjustment signal generation unit 1100. The
adjustment signal generation unit 1100 is a circuit that out-
puts a constant current. The adjustment signal generation unit
1100 generates an offset current Ia as the constant current.
That is, the adjustment signal generation unit 1100 includes a
variable resistor 1101, performs voltage-current conversion
on an offset voltage Va (offset signal which is a direct current
adjustment signal) which is a direct current adjustment volt-
age supplied from the input terminal, using the variable resis-
tor 1101 having a resistance value Ra, and outputs the result-
ant, as the offset current Ia, from the output terminal to the (-)
terminal of the differential amplifier 2001. The offset voltage
Va is supplied from an external power supply (not shown)
through an adjustment voltage input terminal. In addition, a
power supply that supplies the offset voltage Va may be
provided in the inside of the magnetic element control device
100.

In addition, the differential amplifier 2001 is configured
such that the terminals of the exciting coil 52 are respectively
connected to the output terminal and the (-) terminal of the
amplifier. The resistance value of the exciting coil 52 is Rex,
and Iex is applied from the output terminal of the differential
amplifier 2001, as the excitation current of the triangular
wave current signal.

With such a configuration, the excitation current Iex flow-
ing to the exciting coil 52 is the above-mentioned triangular
wave current signal, and becomes equal to an addition value
of'a drive current I (alternating current obtained by perform-
ing voltage-current conversion on the triangular wave voltage
signal), the feedback current If, and the offset current Ia.

The offset current Ia is a current into which the offset
voltage Va given from the outside is converted by the variable
resistor 1101. The offset voltage Va is a voltage which cancels
out an offset (offset component in magnetic intensity data)
superimposed on a data signal which is generated by the
manufacturing variation of the magnetic element 50, and a
circuit element which constitutes the magnetic element con-
trol unit 101, the clock signal generation unit 102, the clock
signal adjustment unit 103 and the data signal determination
unit 104 in the magnetic element control device 100.

That is, when the magnetic detection device is encased in a
magnetic shielding box having a stationary magnetic field
Hex of “0” basically in case the above-mentioned circuit
element is created as designed, and a magnetic field is mea-
sured, the data signal has a numerical value indicating that the
magnetism is “0”. In addition, the temperature when this
offset is measured is set to room temperature.

However, as described above, even when the stationary
magnetic field Hex is “0” due to the manufacturing variation
of the circuit element, the data signal may not have a value
indicating that the magnetic intensity is “0”.

That is, in a case of the design of the magnetic element
control device 100, the magnetic intensity ofthe data signal is
expected to be “0”, but may not be “0” which is an expectation
value due to the variation of the characteristics of the above-
mentioned circuit element or the like. In this case, in a state
(room temperature) where the stationary magnetic field Hex
is “0”, correction processing of adjusting the offset voltage Va
to a voltage in which the data signal has a value indicating “0”
is performed. In this case, the resistance value Ra of the
variable resistor 1101 is constant, but both the offset voltage
Va and the resistance value Ra may be adjusted. Thereby, the
offset current la indicating a magnetic field intensity corre-
sponding to the offset superimposed on the data signal flows
to the (-) terminal of the differential amplifier 2001 in FIG. 2.
The feedback current If including a current that cancels the
offset current Ia flows, and thus the feedback current If, that
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is, the feedback voltage is corrected by the offset current Ia,
thereby allowing the offset superimposed on the data signal to
be canceled.

FIG. 3 is a diagram showing a configuration example of the
magnetic element 50 which is a flux-gate (FG) type magnetic
element.

The magnetic element 50 is configured such that two types
of windings are wound with respect to a magnetic substance
core 53, and is constituted by the detection coil 51 formed of
one type of winding and the exciting coil 52 formed of
another type of winding.

FIG. 4 is a graph showing an operation principle of a
flux-gate type magnetic element. Here, PART (a) of FIG. 4 is
a graph showing the time change of a triangular wave current
signal supplied to the exciting coil 52, in which the vertical
axis thereof represents a current value (triangular wave cur-
rent signal), and the horizontal axis thereof represents time. In
PART (a) of FIG. 4, the triangular wave current signal sup-
plied to the exciting coil 52 is a positive and negative alter-
nating signal bordered by O A. In addition, the cycle of an
excitation signal is T, and the interval of change in a direction
in which a current flows when a magnetic field is not applied
to the magnetic element 50, that is, the time width of an
interval in which a first detection signal and a second detec-
tion signal are detected is T/2. PART (b) of FIG. 4 is a graph
showing the time change of detection signals (first detection
signal at time t1 and second detection signal at time t2)
generated in the detection coil 51 due to an induced electro-
motive force when the direction of a current flowing to the
exciting coil 52 based on the triangular wave current signal of
PART (a) of FIG. 4, that is, the (positive or negative) polarity
of'a current changes, in which the vertical axis thereof repre-
sents voltage, and the horizontal axis thereof represents time.
In this case, the reference voltage of PART (b) of FIG. 4 is set
to OV.

Here, PART (a) of FIG. 4 shows that by the stationary
magnetic field (Hex) being applied to the magnetic element
50, the current value of the triangular wave current signal
applied to the exciting coil 52 deviates from 0 A of a DC
current that generates an applied stationary magnetic field. In
addition, it is shown that the value corresponds to deviation
from 0 A of the triangular wave current signal due to the
stationary magnetic field (Hex), and the generation timings of
the first detection signal (time t1) and the second detection
signal (time t2) deviate temporally.

Here, as can be understood from PART (b) of FIG. 4, when
a difference Td between a time width Tw (=T0) between time
tl of the first detection signal and time t2 of the second
detection signal (between detection signals) and a time T/2
which is 2 of the cycle T of the triangular wave is 0, the
stationary magnetic field (Hex) is not applied to the magnetic
element 50. In addition, a negative stationary magnetic field
(Hex<0) is applied when the difference Td is positive (when
Tw is Tp), and a positive stationary magnetic field (Hex>0) is
applied when the difference Td is negative (when Tw is Tm).

Referring back to FIG. 1, the detection signal amplification
unit 1011 amplifies a voltage between both ends of the detec-
tion coil 51 of the magnetic element 50, depending on an
amplification degree which is set in advance.

The detection signal comparison unit 1012 compares a
voltage value of the amplified detection signal which is sup-
plied from the detection signal amplification unit 1011 with a
threshold voltage value which is set in advance, and detects
the first detection signal and the second detection signal (see
PART (b) of FIG. 4).

As shown in FIG. 4, the first detection signal is a pulse
having a negative polarity (negative voltage), and is generated
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by an induced electromotive force in a voltage region in
which the polarity of a current applied to the exciting coil 52
changes from positive (positive current) to negative (negative
current). On the other hand, the second detection signal is a
pulse having a positive polarity (positive voltage), and is
generated by an induced electromotive force in a current
region in which the polarity of a current applied to the exciting
coil 52 changes from negative (negative current) to positive
(positive current).

The feedback signal conversion unit 1014 generates volt-
age information (information for determining the voltage of a
feedback signal described later) corresponding to the difter-
ence Td detected by the detection signal comparison unit
1012, and outputs the generated information, as measurement
data, to the feedback signal adjustment unit 1013.

The feedback signal adjustment unit 1013 generates a volt-
age corresponding to the voltage information which is sup-
plied from the feedback signal conversion unit 1014, and
supplies the voltage, as a feedback signal, to the excitation
signal adjustment unit 1016 and the data signal conversion
unit 1015.

The data signal conversion unit 1015 amplifies the voltage
(feedback signal) which is supplied from the feedback signal
adjustment unit 1013, depending on an amplification degree
which is set in advance, and outputs the amplified voltage to
the data signal determination unit 104.

In the present embodiment, even when any of a configura-
tion in which digital processing based on an arithmetic opera-
tion using a digital value is performed and a configuration in
which analog processing based on an arithmetic operation
using an analog value is performed is used as a configuration
in which the voltage of the feedback signal which is an FB
signal is generated, the magnetic element control device 100
can be formed. Hereinafter, a configuration in which the
voltage of the feedback signal is generated using digital pro-
cessing and a configuration in which the feedback voltage is
generated using analog processing will be described in order.

Configuration in which Voltage of Feedback Signal is Gen-
erated Using Digital Processing

The detection signal comparison unit 1012 measures a time
width from the first detection signal to the second detection
signal, obtains a difference Td (=Tw-(1/2)) between a time
width Tw (Tp, Tm or the like) and a time of a half of the cycle
T of the triangular wave, that is, T/2, and outputs the resultant
to the feedback signal conversion unit 1014.

When the difference Td which is time information is sup-
plied from the detection signal comparison unit 1012, the
feedback signal conversion unit 1014 generates voltage infor-
mation for generating the voltage of the feedback signal as an
FB signal from the difference Td.

Here, a time-voltage information table indicating the cor-
respondence of the difference Td to voltage information of a
digital value corresponding to the difference Td is previously
written and stored in an internal storage unit of the feedback
signal conversion unit 1014.

The feedback signal conversion unit 1014 reads out voltage
information corresponding to the supplied difterence Td from
the time-voltage information table which is stored in the
internal storage unit, and outputs the resultant to the feedback
signal adjustment unit 1013. For example, the voltage infor-
mation is data of a digital value indicating the voltage value of
the feedback signal. In addition, the voltage information is
given the polarity of the difference Td, that is, has a positive
polarity when the difference Td is positive, and has a negative
polarity when the difference Td is negative. Therefore, when
the stationary magnetic field Hex having a positive polarity is
applied to the magnetic element 50, the excitation signal
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adjustment unit 1016 superimposes the feedback current If
having a negative polarity, as a feedback signal, on the drive
current [ which is generated from the triangular wave voltage
signal. On the other hand, when the stationary magnetic field
Hex having a negative polarity is applied thereto, the excita-
tion signal adjustment unit superimposes the feedback cur-
rent If having a positive polarity, as a feedback signal, on the
drive current I which is generated from the triangular wave
voltage signal.

The feedback signal adjustment unit 1013 generates a feed-
back signal of a voltage value indicating the voltage informa-
tion on the basis of the voltage information which is supplied
from the feedback signal conversion unit 1014, and outputs
the generated signal, as an FB signal, to the excitation signal
adjustment unit 1016.

Here, since the voltage information is a digital value, the
feedback signal adjustment unit 1013 includes, for example,
a D/A converter therein, inputs the voltage information which
is a supplied digital value to the D/A converter to thereby
obtain a direct-current voltage, and outputs the resultant, as a
feedback signal, to the excitation signal adjustment unit 1016.

The excitation signal adjustment unit 1016 superimposes
the feedback current If generated from the feedback signal
which is an FB signal supplied from the feedback signal
adjustment unit 1013 and the offset current Ia supplied from
the adjustment signal generation unit 1100, on the drive cur-
rent I generated therein from the triangular wave voltage
signal, and applies the resultant, as the triangular wave cur-
rent signal, to the exciting coil 52.

In addition, when the feedback current If is superimposed
on the triangular wave current signal (excitation current), a
time interval between the first detection signal and the second
detection signal which are detected by the detection signal
comparison unit 1012 is located in the vicinity of T/2.

For this reason, when the detection signal comparison unit
1012 has already superimposed the feedback current If on the
triangular wave current signal, the output time information
shows a current value of a difference between the feedback
current If required for being set to T/2 and the feedback
current If which is presently applied. Therefore, when an
excitation signal is applied, the detection signal comparison
unit 1012 outputs the difference Td, as the time information
indicating the above-mentioned current value of the differ-
ence, to the feedback signal conversion unit 1014.

When the difference Td which is the time information
indicating the current value of the difference is supplied, as
previously stated, the feedback signal conversion unit 1014
reads out the voltage information for generating the current
value corresponding to the difference Td from the time-volt-
age information table which is stored in the internal storage
unit, and outputs the resultant to the feedback signal adjust-
ment unit 1013.

The feedback signal adjustment unit 1013 includes a stor-
age unit therein, integrates and stores voltage information in
the storage unit, generates a voltage of the feedback signal,
output to the excitation signal adjustment unit 1016, using the
integrated voltage information, and outputs the generated
voltage to the excitation signal adjustment unit 1016.

Here, the feedback signal adjustment unit 1013 determines
whether the voltage information corresponding to the differ-
ence Td is included in a set voltage range which is set in
advance.

When the voltage information is not included in the set
voltage range and a stationary magnetic field which is applied
to the magnetic element 50 is canceled, the feedback signal
adjustment unit 1013 determines the information as a voltage
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of which the magnetic field does not change even by the
application, that is, which has no influence on the cancella-
tion.

That is, the feedback signal adjustment unit 1013 deter-
mines that the time width between the first detection signal
and the second detection signal is substantially T/2 due to an
error of control accuracy when changing a magnetic field
intensity. In this case, the feedback signal adjustment unit
1013 discards voltage information falling within an error
range without integrating the voltage information in the time
information until just before the internal storage unit.

The data signal conversion unit 1015 amplifies the voltage
information which is supplied from the feedback signal
adjustment unit 1013, depending on an amplification degree
which is set in advance, and outputs the resultant to the
outside.

The amplification degree in the data signal conversion unit
1015 is set to a value by which only a range of the voltage
value of the feedback signal in a range capable of being
linearly measured in advance is output as a data signal. That
is, only a range, in which a magnetic field that cancels out a
stationary magnetic field and a feedback signal having a
voltage value that generates the magnetic field maintain lin-
earity, corresponds to an amplified voltage, and according to
the amplification degree, a voltage falling outside of the range
is saturated and is set to be a constant voltage. That is, the data
signal conversion unit 1015 amplifies and outputs a feedback
signal based on an amplification factor, which is set in
advance, in order to saturate the voltage of a feedback signal
falling outside of a voltage range of the feedback signal in
which the voltage value of the feedback signal and the mag-
netic field intensity generated by the voltage value have lin-
earity.

Therefore, the data signal indicates a magnetic field volt-
age for obtaining the intensity of a magnetic field that cancels
out a stationary magnetic field, that is, the intensity of a
stationary magnetic field. A magnetic field intensity determi-
nation device (not shown) located at the outside converts the
voltage value of the magnetic field voltage indicated by the
data signal into the intensity of a magnetic field, and outputs
the converted intensity of a magnetic field.

Here, a magnetic field intensity table indicating the voltage
value ofthe magnetic field voltage corresponding to the inten-
sity of the magnetic field corresponding to the voltage value
of the magnetic field voltage is previously written and stored
in an internal storage unit of the magnetic field intensity
determination device.

The magnetic field intensity determination device reads the
magnetic field intensity corresponding to the voltage value of
the magnetic field voltage indicating the data signal, supplied
from the magnetic element control device 100, from the mag-
netic field intensity table, and displays the resultant, as a
numerical value of the intensity of the stationary magnetic
field (Hex), for example, on a display unit provided in the
magnetic field intensity determination device. In the present
embodiment, the magnetic detection device is constituted by
the magnetic element control device 100 and the above-men-
tioned magnetic field intensity determination device (not
shown).

Configuration in which Feedback Signal Voltage is Gener-
ated Using Analog Processing

The detection signal comparison unit 1012 outputs the first
detection signal and the second detection signal to the feed-
back signal conversion unit 1014.

The feedback signal conversion unit 1014 generates a pulse
having a duty ratio as voltage information on the basis of a
cycle (interval between time tl and time t2, that is, time
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width) in which the first detection signal and the second
detection signal are output, and outputs the pulse as voltage
information to the feedback signal adjustment unit 1013.

That is, the feedback signal conversion unit 1014 obtains a
duty ratio indicating the voltage value of the feedback signal,
as the voltage information, from the above-mentioned time
width, and outputs a square wave of the duty ratio indicating
the voltage value of the feedback signal to the feedback signal
adjustment unit 1013.

When the information is indicated by a square wave signal,
the feedback signal adjustment unit 1013 generates a direct-
current voltage corresponding to the duty ratio using a PWM
(Pulse Width Modulation) circuit or the like, and outputs the
generated voltage as a feedback signal.

For example, when the time width from the first detection
signal to the second detection signal is longer than the time
width from the second detection signal to the first detection
signal, a stationary magnetic field is required to be negative.
For this reason, the feedback signal adjustment unit 1013
generates a feedback signal of a direct-current voltage for
generating a positive magnetic field by which the stationary
magnetic field is canceled.

On the other hand, when the time width from the second
detection signal to the first detection signal is longer than the
time width from the first detection signal to the second detec-
tion signal, the stationary magnetic field is positive, and thus
the feedback signal adjustment unit 1013 generates a feed-
back signal of a direct-current voltage that generates a nega-
tive magnetic field by which the stationary magnetic field is
canceled.

That is, when a pulse which is voltage information is sup-
plied, the feedback signal adjustment unit 1013 generates a
feedback signal of a voltage value corresponding to the duty
ratio of the pulse, and outputs the generate feedback signal to
the excitation signal adjustment unit 1016.

Here, as described previously, the feedback signal adjust-
ment unit 1013 is provided with a voltage-to-current conver-
sion circuit which is configured using the differential ampli-
fier 2001 and the resistors 2002 and 2003 shown in FIG. 2. In
this voltage-to-current conversion circuit, the differential
amplifier 2001 outputs the triangular wave current signal
from the output terminal to the exciting coil 52 so that a
potential difference between the voltage (reference voltage
Vref) of the (+) terminal and the voltage of the (-) terminal is
maintained to be zero.

For this reason, the feedback current If which is supplied to
the (+) terminal of the differential amplifier 2001 has a pro-
portional relation to an external magnetic field. The feedback
current If corresponding to the feedback signal is superim-
posed on the drive current I, and the superimposed current is
applied to the exciting coil 52. Thereby, a magnetic field
based on the feedback current If is generated, and a magnetic
field which is applied to a magnetic substance core within the
magnetic element 50 is adjusted so as to be constant (so that
the time width between the first detection signal and the
second detection signal is constant at T/2). As a result, it is
possible to hold the time interval between the first detection
signal and the second detection signal constant without
depending on an external stationary magnetic field.

Similarly to the case of digital processing, the excitation
signal adjustment unit 1016 superimposes the feedback sig-
nal supplied from the feedback signal adjustment unit 1013
on the triangular wave voltage signal generated in the inside
of'the control circuit, and applies the triangular wave voltage
signal on which the feedback signal is superimposed, as an
excitation signal, to the exciting coil 52.
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The operations of the data signal conversion unit 1015 are
the same as those in the digital processing except for the
amplification of an analog value, and thus the description
thereof will not be given.

In addition, the external magnetic field intensity determi-
nation device converts a data signal of an analog value which
is supplied from the magnetic element control device 100 into
a digital value through A/D (Analog/Digital) conversion, and
obtains a magnetic field intensity similarly to the operation
described in the digital processing.

Next, magnetic element control processing of the magnetic
element control device 130 according to the first embodiment
will be described with reference to FIGS. 1, 2 and 5. FIG. 5 is
a flow diagram showing an operation example of magnetic
element control processing (generation processing of a feed-
back voltage based on a digital value) performed by the mag-
netic element control device 130 according to the first
embodiment.

Step S11:

A user encases the magnetic detection device ofthe present
embodiment in a magnetic shielding box, and obtains the
offset voltage Va that cancels an offset superimposed on a data
signal and the resistance value Ra of the variable resistor 1101
(in this case, a user measures the offset voltage Va and the
resistance value Ra when the data signal which is output from
the magnetic detection device indicates a magnetic field of
“0”, in the environment of a magnetic field of “0” and room
temperature).

A user controls the resistance value Ra of the variable
resistor 1101, and gives the offset voltage Va from an external
power supply (not shown) through the adjustment voltage
input terminal to the adjustment signal generation unit 1100.

Thereby, the adjustment signal generation unit 1100 con-
verts the offset voltage Va into the offset current la through the
variable resistor 1101.

Step S12:

The adjustment signal generation unit 1100 supplies the
generated offset current la to the (-) terminal of the differen-
tial amplifier 2001.

The excitation signal adjustment unit 1016 adds the drive
current | (current obtained by performing voltage-current
conversion on the triangular wave voltage signal through the
resistor 2002), the offset current Ia (current that cancels an
offset which is supplied from the adjustment signal genera-
tion unit 1100), and the feedback current If (current obtained
by performing voltage-current conversion on the feedback
voltage through the resistor 2003) to obtain a signal, and
applies the obtained signal to the exciting coil 52, as the
triangular wave current signal which is an excitation current.
That is, a periodic triangular wave current which is an exci-
tation current obtained by superimposing the offset current Ia
and the feedback current If on the drive current I flows to the
exciting coil 52.

Step S13:

The detection signal amplification unit 1011 amplifies a
voltage between both ends of the detection coil 51, and out-
puts the amplified voltage to the detection signal comparison
unit 1012.

The detection signal comparison unit 1012 subtracts T/2
which is a reference time width from the time width Tw
between time t1 when the first detection signal is detected and
time t2 when the second detection signal is detected, and
outputs the difference Td of the subtraction result, as mea-
sured time information, to the feedback signal conversion unit
1014.

Thereby, the feedback signal conversion unit 1014 obtains
a voltage value corresponding to the difference Td from the
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difference Td which is supplied from the detection signal
comparison unit 1012, and outputs the obtained voltage
value, as voltage information, to the feedback signal adjust-
ment unit 1013.

Step S14:

Next, the feedback signal conversion unit 1014 obtains a
voltage value corresponding to the difference Td from the
difference Td which is supplied from the detection signal
comparison unit 1012, and outputs the voltage value, as volt-
age information, to the feedback signal adjustment unit 1013.

When the voltage information is supplied, the feedback
signal adjustment unit 1013 adds a voltage value indicating
the voltage information to the voltage value of the immedi-
ately preceding feedback voltage which is written in an inter-
nal storage unit to obtain a voltage value, and sets the obtained
voltage value as the voltage value of a new feedback voltage.

Step S15:

The feedback signal adjustment unit 1013 determines
whether the obtained voltage value as the voltage value of a
new feedback voltage is equal to or lower than a maximum
voltage (within a designated range) which is set in advance.

The maximum voltage is set so that the generated feedback
current If has a current value for which the excitation current
applied to the exciting coil 52 becomes less than the satura-
tion current of the exciting coil 52. That is, the excitation
current which is the current obtained by adding the feedback
current If and the peak current of the excitation current [ is a
current threshold range (range of a voltage value having a
polarity of - to +) specifying the range of a current which does
not exceed the saturation current of the exciting coil 52. For
this reason, the feedback voltage range of the feedback volt-
age is set to the range of voltage values having a current value
for which the feedback current If does not exceed a saturation
current in the peak value of the drive current I, such as, for
example, in a current flowing to the exciting coil 52 when the
feedback voltage range of the feedback voltage is applied.

In this case, when the feedback voltage is included in the
above feedback voltage range, the process of the feedback
signal adjustment unit 1013 proceeds to step S16. When the
feedback voltage is not included in this feedback voltage
range, the process proceeds to step S18.

In addition, when it is determined that the feedback voltage
is included in the feedback voltage range, the feedback signal
adjustment unit 1013 performs count processing of a counter
provided therein, that is, increases a count value (adds 1 to a
count value).

Step S16:

Next, the feedback signal adjustment unit 1013 determines
whether the count value of the counter provided therein is less
than a count threshold which is previously written and stored
(set in the internal storage unit) in the internal storage unit.

In this case, when the count value of the counter is less than
the count threshold, the process of the feedback signal adjust-
ment unit 1013 proceeds to step S17. On the other hand, when
the count value is equal to or greater than the count threshold,
the process proceeds to step S18.

The above count threshold is a value which is set in con-
sideration of a case of no convergence when the feedback
voltage is obtained. Therefore, based on the count threshold,
obtained is the number of repetitions of the calculation of the
feedback voltage which is capable of measuring the magnetic
field intensity of the stationary magnetic field within an error
range by applying the constant stationary magnetic field to
the magnetic element 50, that is, capable of calculating the
feedback voltage which cancels out the stationary magnetic
field. A numerical value obtained by multiplying, for
example, the number of repetitions by any multiple (any
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integer value such as 2, 3 or 4) on the basis of the number of
repetitions is set to the count threshold, and the feedback
signal adjustment unit 1013 writes and stores the resultant in
a storage unit provided therein.

Step S17:

Next, the feedback signal adjustment unit 1013 determines
whether the absolute value of the voltage value of the voltage
information obtained from the difference Td is less than a
voltage threshold which is set in advance.

In this case, when the voltage value of the voltage infor-
mation obtained from the difference Td exceeds the voltage
threshold or higher, the process of the feedback signal adjust-
ment unit 1013 proceeds to step S19. On the other hand, when
the voltage value of the voltage information is within the
voltage threshold (or lower), the process proceeds to step S20.

Here, even when the voltage threshold is added to a present
feedback voltage, it is determined whether the voltage thresh-
old is a voltage value that changes a magnetic field intensity
exceeding a measurement error. Therefore, the feedback sig-
nal adjustment unit 1013 determines a voltage value of less
than the voltage threshold to be a voltage value that changes
only a magnetic field intensity within an error in the measure-
ment, and does not perform processing of adding the voltage
value indicating the voltage information to the feedback volt-
age integrated in an internal storage unit. In addition, the
voltage threshold is obtained by experiment or the like, and is
previously written and stored in an internal storage unit of the
feedback signal adjustment unit 1013.

Step S18:

The feedback signal adjustment unit 1013 disables the
stationary magnetic field which is presently applied to the
magnetic element 50 from being measured, and outputs an
error signal to the external magnetic field intensity determi-
nation device through the data signal determination unit 104.

By the error signal being supplied, the magnetic field inten-
sity determination device causes its own display unit to dis-
play a notification indicating that the stationary magnetic
field which is presently applied to the magnetic element 50 is
disabled from being measured.

Step S19:

Next, the feedback signal adjustment unit 1013 writes and
stores a newly obtained feedback voltage in an internal stor-
age unit, as an immediately preceding feedback voltage.

In addition, the feedback signal adjustment unit 1013 gen-
erates a voltage corresponding to the voltage value of the
newly obtained feedback voltage, and outputs the generated
voltage, as an FB signal (feedback signal), to the excitation
signal adjustment unit 1016. In this case, when the voltage
value of the feedback voltage is not obtained, the feedback
signal adjustment unit 1013 continuously outputs the voltage
value of an immediately preceding feedback voltage to the
excitation signal adjustment unit 1016.

Next, the excitation signal adjustment unit 1016 generates
atriangular wave voltage signal from a triangular wave which
is supplied from the excitation signal generation unit 1017.

The excitation signal adjustment unit 1016 generates the
drive current I from the generated triangular wave voltage
signal, adds the feedback current If based on the feedback
voltage supplied from the feedback signal adjustment unit
1013 and the offset current Ia generated from the adjustment
signal generation unit 1100, generates a triangular wave cur-
rent signal which is an excitation signal, and applies the
generated signal to the exciting coil 52. Thereafter, the pro-
cess of the excitation signal adjustment unit 1016 returns to
step S13.
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Step S20:

Next, the feedback signal adjustment unit 1013 reads out
the voltage value of the feedback voltage which is stored in
the internal storage unit, and outputs the read-out voltage
value to the data signal conversion unit 1015.

The data signal conversion unit 1015 amplifies the voltage
value of the feedback voltage supplied from the feedback
signal adjustment unit 1013 based on an amplification factor
which is set in advance, and outputs the amplified voltage
value, as a data signal, to the data signal determination unit.

Step S21:

The data signal determination unit 104 determines whether
the voltage value indicating the data signal which is supplied
from the data signal conversion unit 1015 is included in the
data range which is stored in the internal storage unit. In this
case, when the voltage value indicating the data signal is
included in the data range, the process of the data signal
determination unit 104 proceeds to step S22. On the other
hand, when the voltage value indicating the data signal is not
included in the data range, the process of the data signal
determination unit 104 proceeds to step S23.

Step S22:

The data signal determination unit 104 outputs the data
signal which is supplied from the data signal conversion unit
1015, to the external magnetic field intensity determination
device.

As previously stated, the magnetic field intensity determi-
nation device reads out a magnetic field intensity correspond-
ing to the voltage value indicating of the data signal which is
supplied from the magnetic element control device 130, from
the magnetic field intensity table which is stored in the inter-
nal storage unit, and cases a display unit to display the result-
ant to the magnetic field intensity determination device.

Step S23:

Next, the data signal determination unit 104 discards the
data signal supplied from the data signal conversion unit
1015, and outputs an error signal to the external magnetic
field intensity determination device.

As previously stated, when the error signal is supplied from
the magnetic element control device 130, the magnetic field
intensity determination device causes a display unit of the
magnetic field intensity determination device to display a
notification indicating that the applied stationary magnetic
field is disabled from being measured.

Next, another magnetic element control processing of the
magnetic element control device 130 according to the first
embodiment will be described with reference to FIGS. 1, 2
and 6. FIG. 6 is a flow diagram showing an operation example
of magnetic element control processing (generation process-
ing of a feedback voltage based on an analog value) per-
formed by the magnetic element control device 130 according
to the first embodiment. Steps S11 and S12 of FIG. 6 are the
same as steps S11 and S12 of FIG. 5, respectively.

Step S11:

A user encases the magnetic detection device of the present
embodiment in a magnetic shielding box, and obtains the
offset voltage Va for canceling an offset superimposed on a
data signal and the resistance value Ra of the variable resistor
1101.

A user controls the resistance value Ra of the variable
resistor 1101, and gives the offset voltage Va from a power
supply (not shown) through the adjustment voltage input
terminal to the adjustment signal generation unit 1100.

Thereby, the adjustment signal generation unit 1100 con-
verts the offset voltage Va into the offset current Ia through the
variable resistor 1101.
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Step S12:

The adjustment signal generation unit 1100 supplies the
generated offset current la to the (-) terminal of the differen-
tial amplifier 2001.

The excitation signal adjustment unit 1016 adds the drive
current I (current generated from a triangular wave voltage
signal), the offset current Ia and the feedback current If to
obtain a current, and applies the obtained current to the excit-
ing coil 52, as the triangular wave current signal which is a
drive current. That is, a periodic triangular wave current flows
to the exciting coil 52.

Step S33:

The detection signal amplification unit 1011 amplifies a
voltage between both ends of the detection coil 51, and out-
puts the amplified voltage to the detection signal comparison
unit 1012.

The detection signal comparison unit 1012 outputs the first
detection signal and the second detection signal which are
detected, as time information, to the feedback signal conver-
sion unit 1014.

Step S34:

When the detection signal is supplied, the feedback signal
conversion unit 1014 generates a train of pulses (hereinafter,
referred to as a pulse train) having a duty ratio as voltage
information, on the basis of a time width (time information)
indicating a time interval at which the first detection signal
and the second detection signal are output, and outputs the
pulse train having a duty ratio, as voltage information, to the
feedback signal adjustment unit 1013.

Step S35:

The feedback signal adjustment unit 1013 generates a
direct-current voltage (feedback voltage) using a PWM cir-
cuit or the like, through the supplied pulse train having a duty
ratio, and outputs the generated voltage, as a feedback signal,
to the excitation signal adjustment unit 1016 and the data
signal conversion unit 1015.

That is, when a pulse which is voltage information is sup-
plied, the feedback signal adjustment unit 1013 generates a
feedback signal of a voltage value corresponding to the duty
ratio of the pulse, and outputs the generated feedback signal
to the excitation signal adjustment unit 1016 and the data
signal conversion unit 1015.

Here, the feedback signal adjustment unit 1013 is provided
with a voltage-to-current conversion circuit which is config-
ured using, for example, an operational amplifier. In the volt-
age-to-current conversion circuit, since an amplifier having
an operational amplifier function is used, and the amplifier
functions so that a potential difference between a positive
input and a negative input is maintained to be zero, a current
signal from the output of the amplifier to the positive input
thereof has a proportional relation to an external magnetic
field. By applying a signal proportional to the current signal,
as a feedback signal, to the exciting coil 52, a magnetic field
based on the feedback signal is generated, and a magnetic
field which is applied to a magnetic substance core within the
magnetic element 50 is adjusted so as to become constant. As
aresult, it is possible to hold the time interval between the first
detection signal and the second detection signal constant
without depending on an external stationary magnetic field.

Step S36:

The excitation signal adjustment unit 1016 adds the feed-
back current If obtained by performing voltage-current con-
version on the feedback voltage from the feedback signal
adjustment unit 1013, the drive current I by performing volt-
age-current conversion on the triangular wave voltage signal
from the excitation signal generation unit 1017, and the offset
current la which is supplied from the adjustment signal gen-
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eration unit 1100, and generates an excitation signal which is
atriangular wave current signal to apply the generated signal
to the exciting coil 52.

Step S37:

The data signal conversion unit 1015 amplifies the voltage
value of the feedback signal supplied from the feedback sig-
nal adjustment unit 1013 based on an amplification factor
which is set in advance, and outputs the amplified voltage
value, as a data signal, to the data signal determination unit
104.

Step S38:

The data signal determination unit 104 determines whether
the voltage value indicating of the data signal which is sup-
plied from the data signal conversion unit 1015 is included in
the data range specified by two threshold voltages which are
set in an internal determination circuit. In this case, when the
voltage value indicating the data signal is included in the data
range, the process of the data signal determination unit 104
proceeds to step S39. On the other hand, when the voltage
value indicating the data signal is not included in the data
range, the process of the data signal determination unit 104
proceeds to step S40.

Step S39:

The data signal determination unit 104 outputs the data
signal which is supplied from the data signal conversion unit
1015, to the external magnetic field intensity determination
device.

As previously stated, the magnetic field intensity determi-
nation device converts the voltage of a data signal into a
digital value through A/D conversion, reads out a magnetic
field intensity corresponding to the voltage value indicating
the data signal supplied from the magnetic element control
device 130, from the magnetic field intensity table which is
stored in the internal storage unit, using the converted digital
value, and causes a display unit of the magnetic field intensity
determination device to display the read magnetic field inten-
sity.

Step S40:

The data signal determination unit 104 discards the data
signal supplied from the data signal conversionunit 1015, and
outputs an error signal to the external magnetic field intensity
determination device.

As previously stated, when the error signal is supplied from
the magnetic element control device 130, the magnetic field
intensity determination device causes a display unit of the
magnetic field intensity determination device to display a
notification indicating that the applied stationary magnetic
field is disabled from being measured.

With the above-mentioned configuration, according to the
present embodiment, since the feedback signal is superim-
posed on an excitation signal, and the excitation signal is
applied to the exciting coil 52, it is possible to use a magnetic
element which is generally used in a magnetic proportion
system, and to form a magnetic detection device having
reductions in price and size as compared to a magnetic ele-
ment provided with an FB coil used in the measurement of a
magnetic field intensity based on a time-resolution magnetic
balance system of the related art, by the combination of the
magnetic element control device and the magnetic field inten-
sity determination device.

Here, by not only reducing the size of the magnetic ele-
ment, but also increasing the number of turns of the exciting
coil or the detection coil using the region of the FB coil when
the size of the magnetic element is the same as that in the
magnetic balance system, it is possible to further widen the
measurement range of the stationary magnetic field due to an
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increase in excitation efficiency, or to improve the S/N (Sig-
nal/Noise) ratio of the detection signal in the detection coil.

According to the present embodiment, although a mag-
netic element which is generally used in a magnetic propor-
tion system is employed, it is possible to widen the intensity
range of a stationary magnetic field which is applied to the
magnetic element, as compared to a case where magnetism is
detected by the magnetic proportion system.

According to the present embodiment, since the feedback
signal is superimposed, as an FB signal, on the triangular
wave voltage signal, as compared to a case where an FB signal
is applied as a current to an FB coil of the related art, it is
possible to stabilize a time variation in the reference voltage
of'a differential signal when a constant current (FB signal) is
generated, and to suppress a time variation in data signal to be
output.

According to the present embodiment, the offset current la
that cancels an offset superimposed on output data of a data
signal is supplied to the (=) terminal of the differential ampli-
fier 2001 of the excitation signal adjustment unit 1016. There-
fore, offset adjustment can be performed by a simple circuit,
and thus it is possible to reduce the size of the circuit in order
to perform an offset, to realize a reduction in the size of a
circuit, and to reduce consumption current.

Further, according to the present embodiment, since the
absolute values of the feedback current If and the offset cur-
rent Ia are the same as each other, and both the currents are
simultaneously applied in a state where the currents flow in
opposite directions, an increase in current is not generated in
the entirety of a control circuit. Therefore, an effect is exhib-
ited in which the offset of an output value (output data of a
data signal) can be adjusted (offset components superim-
posed on a data signal can be canceled) without increasing the
consumption current of the entire control circuit.

According to the present embodiment, an offset superim-
posed on a data signal due to the manufacturing variation of a
circuit element constituting the magnetic element control
device 100 can be easily canceled even after the completion of
the magnetic element control device by giving the offset
voltage Va from the outside. Thereby, according to the present
embodiment, it is possible to reduce power consumption, and
to supply a highly accurate data signal.

According to the present embodiment, when the excitation
signal generation unit 1017 generates a triangular wave, in
order to avoid a non-linear region (hereinafter, referred to as
crossover distortion) in the vicinity of a reference potential
which is caused by the characteristics of an operational
amplifier used in the generation, a time interval between the
detection signals (first detection signal and second detection
signal) can be corrected by setting the reference potential of
FB control to a potential different from the reference potential
of the excitation signal generation unit 1017, or the like.

For example, in order to accurately determine an FB signal
of magnetic balance, an offset is given to a triangular wave
voltage signal in advance, and the reference potential is
adjusted so as to intersect the region of a triangular wave
which does not have crossover distortion.

Second Embodiment

Next, a magnetic element control device 110 according to
a second embodiment will be described with reference to
FIG. 7. FIG. 7 is a diagram showing a configuration example
of the magnetic element control device 110 according to the
present embodiment.

The same components as those of the magnetic element
control device 100 of FIG. 1 described in the first embodiment
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of the present invention are denoted by the same reference
numerals and signs. In FIG. 7, the magnetic element control
device 110 includes a magnetic element control unit 111, a
clock signal generation unit 102, a clock signal adjustment
unit 103, and a data signal determination unit 104. In addition,
the magnetic element control unit 111 includes a detection
signal amplification unit 1011, a detection signal comparison
unit 1012, a feedback signal adjustment unit 1013, a feedback
signal conversion unit 1014, a data signal conversion unit
1015, an excitation signal adjustment unit 1016, an excitation
signal generation unit 1017, a temperature sensor 1018 and an
adjustment signal generation unit 1100.

Hereinafter, components and operations different from
those of the magnetic element control device 100 of FIG. 1
will be described.

The temperature sensor 1018 measures the temperature of
the magnetic element 50, and outputs temperature data indi-
cating the measured temperature to the data signal conversion
unit 1015, the excitation signal adjustment unit 1016, and the
adjustment signal generation unit 1100.

Thereby, a voltage information correction table indicating
the correspondence of a temperature to a voltage information
correction coefficient for correcting an influence due to the
temperature of voltage information which is supplied from
the feedback signal adjustment unit 1013 is previously writ-
ten and stored in an internal storage unit of the data signal
conversion unit 1015.

The data signal conversion unit 1015 reads out a voltage
information correction coefficient corresponding to the tem-
perature data which is supplied from the temperature sensor
1018, from the voltage information correction table.

The data signal conversion unit 1015 multiplies the voltage
information which is supplied from the feedback signal
adjustment unit 1013 by the read-out voltage information
correction coefficient to generate multiplied voltage informa-
tion as a data signal.

A voltage value correction table indicating the temperature
corresponding to a voltage value correction coefficient for
correcting an influence due to the temperature of the voltage
value of an excitation signal obtained by superimposing a
feedback signal on a triangular wave voltage signal is previ-
ously written and stored in an internal storage unit of the
excitation signal adjustment unit 1016.

The excitation signal adjustment unit 1016 reads out the
voltage value correction coefficient corresponding to the tem-
perature data which is supplied from the temperature sensor
1018, from the voltage value correction table.

The excitation signal adjustment unit 1016 multiplies the
voltage of the excitation signal, generated by the excitation
signal adjustment unit 1016, by the read-out voltage value
correction coefficient to apply the multiplied excitation signal
to the exciting coil 52.

In addition, a cycle correction table indicating the tempera-
ture corresponding to a cycle correction coefficient for cor-
recting an influence due to the temperature of the cycle of the
excitation signal is previously written and stored in an inter-
nal storage unit of the excitation signal adjustment unit 1016.

The excitation signal adjustment unit 1016 reads out the
cycle correction coefficient corresponding to the temperature
data which is supplied from the temperature sensor 1018,
from the cycle correction table.

The excitation signal adjustment unit 1016 corrects the
cycle of a triangular wave which is supplied from the excita-
tion signal generation unit 1017, using the read-out cycle
correction coefficient, and generates a triangular wave volt-
age signal from the triangular wave of the correction result.
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Further, the excitation signal adjustment unit 1016 may add
and superimpose a feedback signal onto the triangular wave
voltage signal in synchronization with a clock signal which is
output by the clock signal adjustment unit 103 to obtain a
signal, and may generate an excitation signal by performing
D/A conversion on the obtained signal.

Here, a measurement cycle having arbitrary time width is
generated in synchronization with the clock signal, a period in
which measurement processing is performed by applying the
excitation signal to the exciting coil 52 and a period in which
measurement is not performed by stopping the application of
the excitation signal to the exciting coil 52 are alternately
provided, and the exciting coil 52 is intermittently operated.

Thereby, the generation of heat in the magnetic element 50
itself is suppressed, and changes in temperature are reduced,
thereby allowing a magnetic field intensity to be measured
with a higher degree of accuracy.

Further, exciting coils of a plurality of magnetic elements
are driven in order using the function of an intermittent opera-
tion, and thus a stationary magnetic field can be measured by
one magnetic element control device and a plurality of mag-
netic elements.

For example, magnetic elements are provides so that the
respective measurement axes of three magnetic elements, that
is, three axes of an x-axis, a y-axis and a z-axis are at right
angles to each other. The provided magnetic elements can be
used in the control of magnetic elements provided at other
axes that measures the magnetic field intensity and the direc-
tion of a magnetic field in a three-dimensional space.

In addition, in the second embodiment, as described above,
voltage information, offset information and the temperature
compensation of an excitation signal are performed.

When the temperature compensation of an excitation sig-
nal in the excitation signal adjustment unit 1016 is not per-
formed, the resistance value of the exciting coil 52 changes
due to a change in the temperature of the exciting coil 52, the
value of a current flowing due to the excitation signal fluctu-
ates. In addition, the cycle or peak value (for example, peak
value of a triangular wave voltage signal) of the excitation
signal may fluctuate due to the temperature characteristics of
a circuit constituting the excitation signal adjustment unit
1016.

In a case of FB control, since a change in temperature
detected by temperature measurement for a single feedback
time of an FB signal is sufficiently slow, there is little influ-
ence on convergence when an FB signal that cancels out a
stationary magnetic field which is applied to the magnetic
element 50 is generated.

However, as described above, a current (excitation current)
flowing to the exciting coil 52 due to an excitation signal
changes with a fluctuation in the resistance value of the excit-
ing coil 52 associated with a change in temperature, and the
magnetic sensitivity of a stationary magnetic field which is
applied to the magnetic element 50 fluctuates.

In addition, voltage information which corresponds to a
fluctuation in magnetic sensitivity and is obtained a time
width between detection signals (first detection signal and
second detection signal) which is output from the detection
coil 51 can be corrected by temperature compensation in the
data signal conversion unit 1015. As a result, it is possible to
realize a temperature dependency of magnetic sensitivity
which is the same as that of the excitation signal of current
control.

However, the measured difference Td itself may fluctuate
dueto achange (such as, for example, an increase in the width
of a signal) in the signal waveforms of the detection signals
(first detection signal and second detection signal). For this
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reason, in order to correct the measured time width, as in the
present embodiment, the temperature compensation of the
cycle itself of the excitation signal is effective in suppressing
a fluctuation in magnetic sensitivity.

In addition to the correction of the cycle of the excitation
signal, as in the present embodiment, in the adjustment signal
generation unit 1100, the correction of the variable resistor
1101 and the offset voltage Va in the adjustment signal gen-
eration unit 1100 in association with a change in temperature
is also effective at compensating for the difference Td.

That is, in the environment of a zero magnetic field and
room temperature, an offset superimposed on a data signal is
canceled, and the resistance value Ra of the variable resistor
1101 and the voltage value of the offset voltage Va in a state
where a magnetic field indicated by the data signal is set to
“0” are measured. The resistance value Ra and the offset
voltage Va in this case become setting values of the magnetic
element control device in which the variable resistor 1101 is
mounted.

In addition, the resistance value change rate (for example,
per 1° C.) of the unit temperature of the resistance value Ra of
the variable resistor 1101 is obtained by increasing or
decreasing a temperature from room temperature. A resis-
tance value change rate table in which the temperature and the
resistance value change rate in the temperature are associated
with each other is written and stored in an internal storage unit
of'the adjustment signal generation unit 1100. In addition, the
resistance value Ra of the variable resistor 1101 and the
voltage value of the offset voltage Va in a state where a
magnetic field indicated by the measured data signal is set
t0“0” are also written and stored as reference values in the
internal storage unit.

Thereby, at the time of starting up the magnetic element
control device 110, the adjustment signal generation unit
1100 reads out the resistance value change rate corresponding
to a temperature indicated by temperature data which is sup-
plied from the temperature sensor 1019 and the resistance
value Ra of the reference value, from the resistance value
change rate table which is stored in the internal storage unit.
The adjustment signal generation unit 1100 divides the read-
out resistance value Ra of the reference value by the read-out
resistance value change rate, and sets this division result to the
resistance value Ra of the variable resistor 1101 in a present
temperature. The adjustment signal generation unit 1100
adjusts the resistance value Ra of the reference value of the
variable resistor 1101 to the resistance value Ra correspond-
ing to the obtained present temperature. As a result, the resis-
tance value Ra changed corresponding to a change in tem-
perature can be adjusted to the resistance value Ra which is set
as the reference value, and the adjustment signal generation
unit 1100 can always supply the offset current Ia which is set
initially to the excitation signal adjustment unit 1016, regard-
less of a change in temperature.

In addition, a DC/DC converter may be provided in the
adjustment signal generation unit 1100, and the DC/DC con-
verter may be configured to adjust the voltage value of the
offset voltage Va which is supplied from an external power
supply in response to the above resistance value change rate
so that the current value of the initial value of the offset
current la which is set initially changes regardless of the
temperature.

In the second embodiment, as is the case with the first
embodiment described previously, processing until the feed-
back signal adjustment unit 1013 may be performed by arith-
metic operation processing using a digital value, that is, volt-
age information of a digital value indicating the voltage value
of the feedback signal may be supplied, as the feedback
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signal, from the feedback signal adjustment unit 1013 to the
excitation signal adjustment unit 1016.

In this case, the excitation signal generation unit 1017
outputs a triangular wave to the excitation signal adjustment
unit 1016 using a digital value.

With such a configuration, as is the case with the first
embodiment, the excitation signal adjustment unit 1016 may
add and superimpose a feedback signal onto the triangular
wave voltage signal in synchronization with a clock signal
which is output by the clock signal adjustment unit 103 to
obtain a signal, and may generate an excitation signal by
performing D/A conversion on the obtained signal.

Here, a measurement cycle having any time width is gen-
erated in synchronization with the clock signal, a period in
which measurement processing is performed by applying the
excitation signal to the exciting coil 52 and a period in which
measurement is not performed by stopping the application of
the excitation signal to the exciting coil 52 are alternately
provided, and the exciting coil 52 is intermittently operated.

Thereby, the generation of heat in the magnetic element 50
itself is suppressed, and changes in temperature are reduced,
thereby allowing a magnetic field intensity to be measured
with a higher degree of accuracy.

In addition, according to the present embodiment, an offset
superimposed on a data signal due to the manufacturing varia-
tion of a circuit element constituting the magnetic element
control device 100 can be easily canceled by giving the offset
voltage Va from the outside. Thereby, according to the present
embodiment, it is possible to supply a highly accurate data
signal.

Further, as is the case with the first embodiment, exciting
coils of a plurality of magnetic elements are driven in order
using the function of an intermittent operation, and thus a
stationary magnetic field can be measured by one magnetic
element control device and a plurality of magnetic elements.

For example, magnetic elements are provides so that the
respective measurement axes of three magnetic elements, that
is, three axes of an x-axis, a y-axis and a z-axis are at right
angles to each other. The provided magnetic elements can be
used in the control of magnetic elements provided at other
axes that measures the magnetic field intensity and the direc-
tion of a magnetic field in a three-dimensional space.

Third Embodiment

Next, a magnetic element control device 130 according to
a third embodiment will be described with reference to FIG.
8.FIG. 8 is a diagram showing a configuration example of the
magnetic element control device 130 according to the present
embodiment.

Components the same as those of the magnetic element
control device 110 of FIG. 7 described in the second embodi-
ment are denoted by the same reference numerals and signs.
InFIG. 8, the magnetic element control device 130 includes a
magnetic element control unit 131, a clock signal generation
unit 102, a clock signal adjustment unit 103, and a data signal
determination unit 104.

The magnetic element control unit 131 includes a detection
signal amplification unit 1011, a detection signal comparison
unit 1012, a feedback signal adjustment unit 1013, a feedback
signal conversion unit 1014, a data signal conversion unit
1015, an excitation signal adjustment unit 1016, an excitation
signal generation unit 1017, a temperature sensor 1019, a first
analog switch 1021, and a second analog switch 1022.

Hereinafter, only components and operations different
from those of the magnetic element control device 110 of
FIG. 6 will be described.
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The configuration of the third embodiment is different
from that of the second embodiment, in that it can correspond
to any of the magnetic field measurement of a magnetic
balance type measurement device and the magnetic field mea-
surement of a magnetic proportion type measurement device.

That is, in the third embodiment, the configuration of the
magnetic field measurement of a magnetic balance type mea-
surement device in the second embodiment can be arbitrarily
selected and switched by a user to the configuration of the
magnetic field measurement of a magnetic proportion type
measurement device. Hereinafter, a description is given of a
case in which processing of generating a feedback voltage is
performed using a digital value, but the same is true of a case
in which the generation of the feedback voltage is performed
using analog processing.

In FIG. 8, switching is performed in which the first analog
switch 1021 and the second analog switch 1022 are config-
ured as a magnetic balance type measurement device, or
configured as a magnetic proportion type measurement
device.

That is, when it is detected that a changeover switch (not
shown) of the magnetic element control device 130 is in a
state indicating control of the magnetic balance type mea-
surement device configuration, the magnetic element control
unit 131 sets the first analog switch 1021 to be in an electrical
conduction state (ON), and sets the second analog switch
1022 to be in an electrical non-conduction state (OFF).

Thereby, in the feedback signal conversion unit 1014, the
difference Td indicating a time is output to the feedback
signal adjustment unit 1013, and measurement processing of
a magnetic field similar to that in the second embodiment is
performed.

On the other hand, when it is detected that a changeover
switch (not shown) of the magnetic element control device
130 is in a state indicating control of the magnetic proportion
type configuration, the magnetic element controlunit 131 sets
the first analog switch 1021 to be in an electrical non-conduc-
tion state (OFF), and sets the second analog switch 1022 to be
in an electrical conduction state (ON).

Thereby, after voltage information corresponding to the
difference Td indicating a time is obtained, the feedback
signal conversionunit 1014 does not output this voltage infor-
mation to the feedback signal adjustment unit 1013, but out-
puts the information to the data signal conversion unit 1015.

When the above changeover switch is in a state indicating
control of the magnetic proportion type configuration, the
feedback signal conversion unit 1014 outputs a voltage value
indicating a magnetic field intensity, on the basis of the dif-
ference Td which is supplied from the detection signal com-
parison unit 1012.

Here, a magnetic proportion type voltage table indicating
the correspondence of the difference Td to the voltage value
indicating a magnetic intensity corresponding to the differ-
ence Td is previously written and stored in an internal storage
unit of the feedback signal conversion unit 1014.

The feedback signal conversion unit 1014 reads out the
voltage value corresponding to the difference Td which is
supplied from the detection signal comparison unit 1012,
from the magnetic proportion type voltage table, amplifies the
voltage value based on an amplification factor which is set
corresponding to a case of a magnetic proportion system, and
outputs the resultant to the data signal determination unit 104.
Similarly to the amplification factor in the case of a magnetic
proportion type system, the amplification factor in the case of
a magnetic proportion type system is also set to a value
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serving as a limiter for extracting only a region in which the
voltage value and the magnetic intensity are in a linear rela-
tion.

Therefore, in the case of the magnetic balance type con-
figuration, the feedback signal conversion unit 1014 amplifies
the voltage information which is supplied from the feedback
signal adjustment unit 1013, based on an amplification factor
which is set to correspond to the case of a magnetic balance
system, and outputs the amplified voltage information, as the
voltage value of a data signal, to the data signal determination
unit 104.

In addition, similarly to the magnetic balance system, in
the case of the magnetic proportion type system, the data
signal determination unit 104 determines whether the linear
relation which is set in advance is within a maintained range.

Next, magnetic element control processing of the magnetic
element control device 130 according to the third embodi-
ment will be described with reference to FIGS. 8 and 9. FIG.
9 is a flow diagram showing an operation example of mag-
netic element control processing (generation processing of a
feedback voltage based on a digital value) performed by the
magnetic element control device 130 according to the third
embodiment. Steps S11 and S12 in FIG. 9 are the same as
steps S11 and S12 in FIG. 5, respectively.

Step S11:

A user encases the magnetic detection device ofthe present
embodiment in a magnetic shielding box, and obtains the
offset voltage Va for canceling an offset superimposed on a
data signal and the resistance value Ra of the variable resistor
1101.

A user controls the resistance value Ra of the variable
resistor 1101, and gives the offset voltage Va from an external
power supply (not shown) through the adjustment voltage
input terminal to the adjustment signal generation unit 1100.

Step S12:

The adjustment signal generation unit 1100 converts the
offset voltage Va into the offset current Ia through the variable
resistor 1101.

The adjustment signal generation unit 1100 supplies the
generated offset current la to the (-) terminal of the differen-
tial amplifier 2001.

The excitation signal adjustment unit 1016 adds the drive
current | (current obtained by performing voltage-current
conversion on the triangular wave voltage signal through the
resistor 2002), the offset current Ia (current that cancels an
offset which is supplied from the adjustment signal genera-
tion unit 1100), and the feedback current If (current obtained
by performing voltage-current conversion on the feedback
voltage through the resistor 2003) to obtain a current, and
applies the obtained current to the exciting coil 52, as the
triangular wave current signal which is an excitation current.
That is, a periodic triangular wave current which is an exci-
tation current obtained by superimposing the offset current Ia
and the feedback current If on the drive current flows to the
exciting coil 52.

Step S13:

The detection signal amplification unit 1011 amplifies a
voltage between both ends of the detection coil 51, and out-
puts the amplified voltage to the detection signal comparison
unit 1012.

The detection signal comparison unit 1012 subtracts T/2
which is a reference time width from the time width Tw
between time t1 when the first detection signal is detected and
time t2 when the second detection signal is detected, and
outputs the difference Td of the subtraction result, as mea-
sured time information, to the feedback signal conversion unit
1014.
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Step S24:

The magnetic element control unit 131 detects either a state
(a magnetic balance system mode) of feedback control indi-
cating that the changeover switch uses the magnetic element
control device 130 as the magnetic balance type configura-
tion, or a state (magnetic proportion system mode) of no
feedback control, indicating that the changeover switch uses
the magnetic element control device 130 as the magnetic
proportion type configuration.

When the changeover switch is a magnetic balance system
mode, the process of the magnetic element control unit 131
proceeds to step S25. On the other hand, when the changeover
switch is a magnetic proportion system mode, the process
proceeds to step S26.

Step S25:

When the changeover switch is a magnetic balance mode,
the magnetic element control unit 131 sets the first analog
switch 1021 to be in an electrical conduction state, and sets
the second analog switch 1022 to be in an electrical non-
conduction state.

Thereby, the feedback signal conversion unit 1014 obtains
a voltage value corresponding to the difference Td from the
difference Td which is supplied from the detection signal
comparison unit 1012, and outputs the obtained voltage
value, as voltage information, to the feedback signal adjust-
ment unit 1013.

Step S14:

The feedback signal conversion unit 1014 obtains a voltage
value corresponding to the difference Td from the difference
Td which is supplied from the detection signal comparison
unit 1012, and outputs the voltage value, as voltage informa-
tion, to the feedback signal adjustment unit 1013.

When the voltage information is supplied, the feedback
signal adjustment unit 1013 adds a voltage value indicating
the voltage information to the voltage value of the immedi-
ately preceding feedback voltage which is written in a storage
unit of the feedback signal adjustment unit 1013 to obtain a
voltage value, and sets the obtained voltage value as the
voltage value of a new feedback voltage.

Step S15:

The feedback signal adjustment unit 1013 determines
whether the voltage value of the new feedback voltage of the
obtained voltage value is equal to or lower than a maximum
voltage (within a designated range) which is set in advance.

The maximum voltage is set so that the generated feedback
current If has a current value for which the excitation current
applied to the exciting coil 52 becomes less than the satura-
tion current of the exciting coil 52. That is, the excitation
current which is the addition current of the feedback current
If and the peak current of the excitation current I is a current
threshold range (range of a voltage value having a polarity of
- to +) for specifying the range of a current which does not
exceed the saturation current of the exciting coil 52. For this
reason, the feedback voltage range of the feedback voltage is
set to the range of a voltage value having a current value for
which the feedback current If does not exceed a saturation
current in the peak value of the drive current I, for example, in
a current flowing to the exciting coil 52 when applied.

In this case, when the feedback voltage is included in the
feedback voltage range, the process of the feedback signal
adjustment unit 1013 proceeds to step S16. When the feed-
back voltage is not included in the feedback voltage range, the
process proceeds to step S18.

In addition, when it is determined that the feedback voltage
is included in the feedback voltage range, the feedback signal
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adjustment unit 1013 performs count processing of a counter
provided therein, that is, increases a count value (adds 1 to a
count value).

Step S16:

The feedback signal adjustment unit 1013 determines
whether the count value of the counter provided therein is less
than a count threshold which is previously written and stored
(set in the internal storage unit) in the internal storage unit.

In this case, when the count value of the counter is less than
the count threshold, the process of the feedback signal adjust-
ment unit 1013 proceeds to step S17. On the other hand, when
the count value is equal to or greater than the count threshold,
the process proceeds to step S18.

The above count threshold is a value which is set in con-
sideration of a case of no convergence when the feedback
voltage is obtained. Therefore, based on the count threshold,
the number of repetitions of the calculation of the feedback
voltage which is capable of measuring the magnetic field
intensity of the stationary magnetic field within an error range
by applying the constant stationary magnetic field to the
magnetic element 50, that is, capable of calculating the feed-
back voltage which cancels out the stationary magnetic field
is obtained. A numerical value obtained by multiplying, for
example, the number of repetitions by any multiple (any
numerical value such as 2) on the basis of the number of
repetitions is set as the count threshold, and the feedback
signal adjustment unit 1013 writes and stores the numeric
result in a storage unit provided therein.

Step S17:

The feedback signal adjustment unit 1013 determines
whether the absolute value of the voltage value of the voltage
information obtained from the difference Td is less than a
voltage threshold which is set in advance.

In this case, when the voltage value of the voltage infor-
mation obtained from the difference Td exceeds the voltage
threshold, the process of the feedback signal adjustment unit
1013 proceeds to step S19. On the other hand, when the
voltage value of the voltage information is within the voltage
threshold (or lower), the process proceeds to step S20.

Here, even when the voltage threshold is added to a present
feedback voltage, it is determined whether the voltage thresh-
old is a voltage value for changing a magnetic field intensity
exceeding a measurement error. Therefore, the feedback sig-
nal adjustment unit 1013 determines the voltage value of less
than the voltage threshold to be a voltage value for changing
only a magnetic field intensity within an error in the measure-
ment, and does not perform processing of adding the voltage
value indicating the voltage information to the feedback volt-
age integrated in an internal storage unit. In addition, the
voltage threshold is obtained by an experiment or the like, and
is previously written and stored in an internal storage unit of
the feedback signal adjustment unit 1013.

Step S18:

The feedback signal adjustment unit 1013 disables the
stationary magnetic field which is presently applied to the
magnetic element 50 from being measured, and outputs an
error signal to the external magnetic field intensity determi-
nation device through the data signal determination unit 104.

By the error signal being supplied, the magnetic field inten-
sity determination device causes a display unit of the mag-
netic field intensity determination device to display a notifi-
cation indicating that the stationary magnetic field which is
presently applied to the magnetic element 50 is disabled from
being measured.
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Step S19:

The feedback signal adjustment unit 1013 writes and stores
anewly obtained feedback voltage in an internal storage unit,
as an immediately preceding feedback voltage.

The feedback signal adjustment unit 1013 generates a volt-
age corresponding to the voltage value of the newly obtained
feedback voltage, and outputs the generated voltage, as an FB
signal (feedback signal), to the excitation signal adjustment
unit 1016. In this case, when the voltage value of the feedback
voltage is not obtained, the feedback signal adjustment unit
1013 continuously outputs the voltage value of an immedi-
ately preceding feedback voltage to the excitation signal
adjustment unit 1016.

The excitation signal adjustment unit 1016 generates the
drive current I from the generated triangular wave voltage
signal, adds the feedback current If based on the feedback
voltage supplied from the feedback signal adjustment unit
1013 and the offset current Ia generated from the adjustment
signal generation unit 1100, and generates a triangular wave
current signal which is an excitation signal to apply the gen-
erated signal to the exciting coil 52. Thereafter, the process of
the excitation signal adjustment unit 1016 returns to step S11.

Step S20:

The feedback signal adjustment unit 1013 reads out the
voltage value of the feedback voltage which is stored in the
internal storage unit, and outputs the read-out voltage value to
the data signal conversion unit 1015.

The data signal conversion unit 1015 amplifies the voltage
value of the feedback voltage supplied from the feedback
signal adjustment unit 1013 based on an amplification factor
set in advance, and outputs the amplified voltage value, as a
data signal, to the data signal determination unit.

Step S21:

The data signal determination unit 104 determines whether
the voltage value indicating the data signal which is supplied
from the data signal conversion unit 1015 is included in the
data range which is stored in the internal storage unit. In this
case, when the voltage value indicating the data signal is
included in the data range, the process of the data signal
determination unit 104 proceeds to step S22. On the other
hand, when the voltage value indicating the data signal is not
included in the data range, the process of the data signal
determination unit 104 proceeds to step S23.

Step S22:

The data signal determination unit 104 outputs the data
signal which is supplied from the data signal conversion unit
1015, to the external magnetic field intensity determination
device.

As previously stated, the magnetic field intensity determi-
nation device reads out a magnetic field intensity correspond-
ing to the voltage value indicating of the data signal which is
supplied from the magnetic element control device 130, from
the magnetic field intensity table which is stored in the inter-
nal storage unit, and cases a display unit to display the result-
ant to the magnetic field intensity determination device.

Step S23:

The data signal determination unit 104 discards the data
signal supplied from the data signal conversionunit 1015, and
outputs an error signal to the external magnetic field intensity
determination device.

As previously stated, when the error signal is supplied from
the magnetic element control device 130, the magnetic field
intensity determination device causes a display unit of the
magnetic field intensity determination device to display a
notification indicating that the applied stationary magnetic
field is disabled from being measured.
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Step S26:

When the changeover switch is a magnetic proportional
mode, the magnetic element control unit 131 sets the first
analog switch 1021 to be in an electrical non-conduction
state, and sets the second analog switch 1022 to be in an
electrical conduction state.

Thereby, since the above changeover switch is configured
to perform control on the basis of the magnetic proportion
system, the feedback signal conversion unit 1014 outputs a
voltage value indicating a magnetic field intensity to the data
signal conversion unit 1015, on the basis of the difference Td
which is supplied from the detection signal comparison unit
1012.

Step S27:

The feedback signal conversion unit 1014 obtains a voltage
value indicating a magnetic field intensity on the basis of the
difference Td which is supplied from the detection signal
comparison unit 1012, and outputs the obtained voltage value
to the data signal conversion unit 1015. The process of the
feedback signal conversion unit 1014 proceeds to step S20.

The detection of the magnetic field intensity based on the
magnetic proportion system is the same as that in the case of
an example of the related art as described previously.

Next, another magnetic element control processing of the
magnetic element control device 130 according to the third
embodiment will be described with reference to FIGS. 8 and
10. FIG. 10 is a flow diagram showing of an operation
example of magnetic element control processing (generation
processing of a feedback voltage based on an analog value)
performed by the magnetic element control device 130
according to the third embodiment. Steps S11 and S12 in FIG.
10 are the same as steps S11 and S12 in FIG. 5, respectively.

Step S11:

A user encases the magnetic detection device ofthe present
embodiment in a magnetic shielding box, and obtains the
offset voltage Va that cancels an offset superimposed on a data
signal and the resistance value Ra of the variable resistor
1101.

A user controls the resistance value Ra of the variable
resistor 1101, and gives the offset voltage Va from an external
power supply (not shown) through the adjustment voltage
input terminal to the adjustment signal generation unit 1100.

Step S12:

The adjustment signal generation unit 1100 converts the
offset voltage Va into the offset current Ia through the variable
resistor 1101.

The adjustment signal generation unit 1100 supplies the
generated offset current la to the (-) terminal of the differen-
tial amplifier 2001.

The excitation signal adjustment unit 1016 adds the drive
current | (current obtained by performing voltage-current
conversion on the triangular wave voltage signal through the
resistor 2002), the offset current Ia (current that cancels an
offset which is supplied from the adjustment signal genera-
tion unit 1100), and the feedback current If (current obtained
by performing voltage-current conversion on the feedback
voltage through the resistor 2003) to obtain a current, and
applies the obtained current to the exciting coil 52, as the
triangular wave current signal which is an excitation current.
That is, a periodic triangular wave current which is an exci-
tation current obtained by superimposing the offset current Ia
and the feedback current If on the drive current flows to the
exciting coil 52.

Step S31:

The magnetic element control unit 131 detects either a state
(magnetic balance system mode) indicating that the
changeover switch uses the magnetic element control device
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130 as the magnetic balance system, or a state (magnetic
proportion system mode) indicating that the changeover
switch uses the magnetic element control device 130 as the
magnetic proportion system.

When the changeover switch is a magnetic balance system
mode, the process of the magnetic element control unit 131
proceeds to step S32. On the other hand, when the changeover
switch is a magnetic proportion system mode, the process
proceeds to step S41.

Step S32:

When the changeover switch is a magnetic balance mode,
the magnetic element control unit 131 sets the first analog
switch 1021 to be in an electrical conduction state, and sets
the second analog switch 1022 to be in an electrical non-
conduction state.

Thereby, the magnetic element control device 130 includes
a configuration in which a magnetic field intensity based on
the magnetic balance system is determined.

Step S33:

The detection signal amplification unit 1011 amplifies a
voltage between both ends of the detection coil 51, and out-
puts the amplified voltage to the detection signal comparison
unit 1012.

The detection signal comparison unit 1012 outputs the first
detection signal and the second detection signal which are
detected, as time information, to the feedback signal conver-
sion unit 1014.

Step S34:

When the detection signal is supplied, the feedback signal
conversion unit 1014 generates a train of pulses (hereinafter,
referred to as a pulse train) having a duty ratio as voltage
information, on the basis of a cycle (time information) in
which the first detection signal and the second detection sig-
nal are output, and outputs the pulse train having a duty ratio,
as voltage information, to the feedback signal adjustment unit
1013.

Step S35:

The feedback signal adjustment unit 1013 generates a
direct-current voltage using a PWM circuit or the like,
through the supplied pulse train having a duty ratio, and
outputs the generated voltage, as a feedback signal, to the
excitation signal adjustment unit 1016.

That is, when a pulse which is voltage information is sup-
plied, the feedback signal adjustment unit 1013 generates a
feedback signal of a voltage value corresponding to the duty
ratio of the pulse, and outputs the generated feedback signal
to the excitation signal adjustment unit 1016 and the data
signal conversion unit 1015.

Here, the feedback signal adjustment unit 1013 is provided
with a voltage-to-current conversion circuit which is config-
ured using, for example, an operational amplifier. In the volt-
age-to-current conversion circuit, since an amplifier having
an operational amplifier function is used, and the amplifier
functions so that a potential difference between a positive
input and a negative input is maintained to be zero, a current
signal from the output of the amplifier to the positive input
thereof has a proportional relation to an external magnetic
field. By applying a signal proportional to the current signal,
as a feedback signal, to the exciting coil 52, a magnetic field
based on the feedback signal is generated, and a magnetic
field which is applied to a magnetic substance core within the
magnetic element 50 is adjusted so as to become constant. As
aresult, it is possible to hold the time interval between the first
detection signal and the second detection signal constant
without depending on an external stationary magnetic field.
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Step S36:

The excitation signal adjustment unit 1016 generates the
drive current I from the generated triangular wave voltage
signal, adds the feedback current If based on the feedback
voltage supplied from the feedback signal adjustment unit
1013 and the offset current Ia generated from the adjustment
signal generation unit 1100, and generates a triangular wave
current signal which is an excitation signal to apply the gen-
erated signal to the exciting coil 52.

Step S37:

The data signal conversion unit 1015 amplifies the voltage
value of the feedback signal supplied from the feedback sig-
nal adjustment unit 1013 based on an amplification factor
which is set in advance, and outputs the amplified voltage
value, as a data signal, to the data signal determination unit
104.

Step S38:

The data signal determination unit 104 determines whether
the voltage value indicating of the data signal which is sup-
plied from the data signal conversion unit 1015 is included in
the data range specified by two threshold voltages which are
set in an internal determination circuit. In this case, when the
voltage value indicating the data signal is included in the data
range, the process of the data signal determination unit 104
proceeds to step S39. On the other hand, when the voltage
value indicating the data signal is not included in the data
range, the process of the data signal determination unit 104
proceeds to step S40.

Step S39:

The data signal determination unit 104 outputs the data
signal which is supplied from the data signal conversion unit
1015, to the external magnetic field intensity determination
device.

As previously stated, the magnetic field intensity determi-
nation device converts the voltage of a data signal into a
digital value through A/D conversion, reads out a magnetic
field intensity corresponding to the voltage value indicating
the data signal supplied from the magnetic element control
device 130, from the magnetic field intensity table which is
stored in the internal storage unit, using the converted digital
value, and causes a display unit of the magnetic field intensity
determination device to display the resultant.

Step S40:

The data signal determination unit 104 discards the data
signal supplied from the data signal conversion unit 1015, and
outputs an error signal to the external magnetic field intensity
determination device.

As previously stated, when the error signal is supplied from
the magnetic element control device 130, the magnetic field
intensity determination device causes a display unit of the
magnetic field intensity determination device to display a
notification indicating that the applied stationary magnetic
field is not capable of being measured.

Step S41:

When the changeover switch is a magnetic proportional
mode, the magnetic element control unit 131 sets the first
analog switch 1021 to be in an electrical non-conduction
state, and sets the second analog switch 1022 to be in an
electrical conduction state.

Thereby, since the above changeover switch is configured
to perform control on the basis of the magnetic proportion
system, the feedback signal conversion unit 1014 outputs a
voltage value indicating a magnetic field intensity to the data
signal conversion unit 1015, on the basis of the difference Td
which is supplied from the detection signal comparison unit
1012.
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Step S42:

The detection signal amplification unit 1011 amplifies a
voltage between both ends of the detection coil 51, and out-
puts the amplified voltage to the detection signal comparison
unit 1012.

The detection signal comparison unit 1012 outputs the first
detection signal and the second detection signal which are
detected, as time information, to the feedback signal conver-
sion unit 1014.

Step S43:

When the detection signal is supplied, the feedback signal
conversion unit 1014 generates a train of pulses (hereinafter,
referred to as a pulse train) having a duty ratio as voltage
information, on the basis of a cycle (time information) in
which the first detection signal and the second detection sig-
nal are output, and outputs the pulse train having a duty ratio,
as voltage information, to the data signal conversion unit
1015.

The data signal conversion unit 1015 generates a direct-
current voltage, using a PWM circuit or the like, through the
supplied pulse train having a duty ratio, and sets the generated
voltage as the measurement voltage. The process of the data
signal conversion unit 1015 proceeds to step S37. In step S37,
the process as described previously is performed using the
measurement voltage as a feedback signal.

In the above-mentioned third embodiment, the electrical
conduction states of the first analog switch 1021 and the
second analog switch 1022 are controlled, thereby allowing
the magnetic element control device 130 to be used by switch-
ing between any of the configuration for magnetic field mea-
surement based on the magnetic balance system, and the
configuration of magnetic field measurement based on the
magnetic proportion system.

In the third embodiment, the magnetic element control unit
131 sets the first analog switch 1021 to be in an electrical
non-conduction state, and sets the second analog switch 1022
to be in an electrical conduction state. Thereby, without
superimposing the feedback signal on the triangular wave
voltage signal, that is, without superimposing the feedback
signal that cancels a stationary magnetic field applied to the
magnetic element 50 on the excitation signal, a configuration
in which a voltage which cancels out a stationary magnetic
field is directly converted, as a measurement voltage, into a
magnetic field intensity is realized by a simple circuit.

In the case of magnetic field measurement based on the
magnetic proportion system, good linearity is obtained
between the magnetic field and the measured voltage in con-
sideration of the measurement of a stationary magnetic field
to be measured, corresponding to a measurement magnetic
field range restricted by the excitation current and the excita-
tion efficiency. Further, since an FB signal is not required to
be generated when a stationary magnetic field within the
measurement magnetic field range in the magnetic proportion
system is measured, it is possible to suppress a consumption
current.

In addition, in the case of magnetic field measurement
based on the magnetic proportion system, the reference
potential of the excitation signal adjustment unit 1016 which
is, for example, an output signal generation circuit is set to a
potential different from the reference potential of the excita-
tion signal generation unit 1017 in order to avoid crossover
distortion caused by the characteristics of an operational
amplifier used in the excitation signal generation unit 1017.
Thereby, the generation time zone of crossover distortion for
an excitation triangular wave is relatively moved, and thus the
generation time zone of the crossover distortion and the gen-
eration time zone of the detection signal do not overlap each
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other in a desired magnetic field range. Therefore, linearity
having good sensitivity is obtained.

On the other hand, when a magnetic field in a large mea-
surement magnetic field range, that is, a range having a mag-
netic field intensity larger than that in a measurement mag-
netic field range of the magnetic proportion system is
measured, it is necessary to measure a magnetic field using
the magnetic balance system, as is the case with the first
embodiment and the second embodiment. Linearity between
the magnetic field and the feedback signal can be obtained in
a large range of a magnetic field intensity, using the magnetic
balance system.

As is the case with the first embodiment and the second
embodiment described previously, processing until the feed-
back signal adjustment unit 1013 may be performed by arith-
metic operation processing using a digital value, that is, volt-
age information of a digital value indicating the voltage value
of the feedback signal may be supplied, as the feedback
signal, from the feedback signal adjustment unit 1013 to the
excitation signal adjustment unit 1016.

In this case, the excitation signal generation unit 1017
outputs a triangular wave to the excitation signal adjustment
unit 1016 using a digital value.

With such a configuration, as is the case with the second
embodiment, the excitation signal adjustment unit 1016 may
add and superimpose a feedback signal onto the triangular
wave voltage signal in synchronization with a clock signal
which is output by the clock signal adjustment unit 103 to
obtain a signal, and may generate an excitation signal by
performing D/A conversion on the obtained signal.

Here, a measurement cycle having any time width is gen-
erated in synchronization with the clock signal, a period in
which measurement processing is performed by applying the
excitation signal to the exciting coil 52 and a period in which
measurement is not performed by stopping the application of
the excitation signal to the exciting coil 52 are alternately
provided, and the exciting coil 52 is intermittently operated.

Thereby, the generation of heat in the magnetic element 50
itself is suppressed, and a change in temperature is reduced,
thereby allowing a magnetic field intensity to be measured
with a higher degree of accuracy. In addition, it is possible to
achieve a reduction in average consumption current.

Further, as is the case with the second embodiment, excit-
ing coils of a plurality of magnetic elements are driven in
order using the function of an intermittent operation, and thus
a stationary magnetic field can be measured by one magnetic
element control device and a plurality of magnetic elements.

For example, magnetic elements are provides so that the
respective measurement axes of three magnetic elements, that
is, three axes of an x-axis, a y-axis and a z-axis are at right
angles to each other, and thus can be used in the control of
magnetic elements of other axes that measures the magnetic
field intensity and the direction of a magnetic field in a three-
dimensional space.

In addition, programs for realizing each function (arith-
metic operation processing of generating a feedback signal
based on a digital value) of the magnetic element control unit
101 of FIG. 1, the magnetic element control unit 111 of FIG.
7, and the magnetic element control unit 131 of FIG. 8 are
recorded in a computer readable recording medium, and thus
processing of magnetic element control may be performed by
causing a computer system to read and execute the programs
recorded in this recording medium. Meanwhile, the term
“computer system” as used herein includes an OS or hard-
ware such as peripheral devices.
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In addition, the “computer system” also includes a home-
page providing environment (or a display environment) when
a WWW system is use.

In addition, the term “computer readable recording
medium” refers to a flexible disk, a magneto-optic disc, a
ROM, a portable medium such as a CD-ROM, and a storage
device such as a hard disk built in the computer system.
Further, the “computer readable recording medium” includes
recording mediums that dynamically hold a program during a
short period of time like networks such as the Internet or
communication lines when a program is transmitted through
communication lines such as a telephone line, and recording
mediums that hold a program for a certain period of time like
a volatile memory inside a computer system serving as a
server or a client in that case. In addition the above-mentioned
program may be a program which is used for realizing a
portion of the aforementioned functions, and is capable of
realizing the aforementioned functions by a combination of
programs previously recorded in the computer system.

As stated above, the embodiments of the present invention
have been described in detail with the accompanying draw-
ings, but specific configurations are not limited to the above
embodiments, and may include designs and configurations
without departing from the scope of the present invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A magnetic element control device that controls a flux-
gate type magnetic element when an intensity of a stationary
magnetic field which is applied to the magnetic element hav-
ing an exciting coil and a detection coil is detected using a
time-resolution magnetic balance system, comprising:

an excitation signal generation unit that generates an alter-
nating signal;

a detection signal comparison unit that detects a detection
signal of a positive voltage or a negative voltage which is
generated at the detection coil by an induced electromo-
tive force when a direction of an excitation current
which flows to the excitation coil switches;

a feedback signal conversion unit that converts a time
width between detection signals of the positive voltage
and the negative voltage into voltage information;

a feedback signal adjustment unit that generates a feedback
signal that generates a magnetic field that cancels out the
stationary magnetic field which is applied to the mag-
netic element, from the voltage information;

a data signal conversion unit that outputs the feedback
signal as a data signal indicating a magnetic field inten-
sity;

an adjustment signal generation unit that generates an off-
set signal that cancels an offset component which is
superimposed on the data signal; and

an excitation signal adjustment unit that generates an alter-
nating current, a feedback current, and an offset current
from the alternating signal, the feedback signal, and the
offset signal, respectively, superimposes the feedback
current and the offset current on the alternating current,
and generates the excitation current which is applied to
the exciting coil.

2. The magnetic element control device according to claim

1, wherein the offset signal is set to a voltage which cancels
out the offset component which is a difference between a data
signal measured in a zero magnetic field and an expectation
value of a data signal on a design in the zero magnetic field.

3. The magnetic element control device according to claim
1, wherein the excitation signal adjustment unit includes a
differential amplifier which is configured such that a terminal
of'the exciting coil is connected to an inverting input terminal
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and an output terminal, and a reference voltage is applied to a
non-inverting input terminal, and

the alternating current, the feedback current and the offset

current are applied to the inverting input terminal, and
the differential amplifier is configured to cause an exci-
tation current obtained by adding the alternating current,
the feedback current and the offset current to flow from
the output terminal to the exciting coil.

4. The magnetic element control device according to claim
3

further comprising a temperature sensor,

wherein the adjustment signal generation unit is configured

to perform control on the basis of a temperature mea-
sured by the temperature sensor so that the offset current
becomes equal to a current value which is set to an initial
value, regardless of the temperature.

5. The magnetic element control device according to claim
4, wherein the excitation signal adjustment unit is configured
to multiply the alternating signal by a coefficient correspond-
ing to the temperature to correct the alternating signal, super-
impose the feedback current on an alternating current deter-
mined from the alternating signal after the correction, and
supply the superimposed signal, as the excitation current, to
the exciting coil.

6. The magnetic element control device according to claim
4, wherein the excitation signal generation unit is configured
to adjust a cycle of the alternating signal in response to the
coefficient corresponding to the temperature, superimpose
the feedback current on an alternating current generated from
the alternating signal after the adjustment, and supply the
superimposed signal, as the excitation current, to the exciting
coil.

7. The magnetic element control device according to claim
1, wherein when a mode in which an intensity of a magnetic
field is detected is selected using a time-resolution magnetic
proportion system,

the feedback signal adjustment unit is configured to set a

voltage value of the feedback signal to 0 V and supplies
the voltage value to the excitation signal adjustment unit,
and

the feedback signal conversion unit outputs the time width

as measurement data of the stationary magnetic field.

8. The magnetic element control device according to claim
1, further comprising:

a clock signal generation unit that generates a periodic

clock signal; and

an excitation signal generation unit that generates a trian-

gular wave signal as the alternating signal synchronized
with the clock signal.

9. A magnetic element control method of controlling a
flux-gate type magnetic element when an intensity of a sta-
tionary magnetic field which is applied to the magnetic ele-
ment having an exciting coil and a detection coil is detected
using a time-resolution magnetic balance system, compris-
ing:

an excitation signal generation process of generating an

alternating signal;
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a detection signal comparison process of detecting a detec-
tion signal of a positive voltage or a negative voltage
which is generated at the detection coil by an induced
electromotive force when a direction of an excitation
current which flows to the exciting coil switches;

a feedback signal conversion process of converting a time
width between detection signals of the positive voltage
and the negative voltage into voltage information;

a feedback signal adjustment process of generating a feed-
back signal that generates a magnetic field that cancels
out the stationary magnetic field which is applied to the
magnetic element, from the voltage information;

a data signal conversion process of outputting the feedback
signal as a data signal indicating a magnetic field inten-
sity;

an adjustment signal generation process of generating an
offset signal that cancels an offset component which is
superimposed on the data signal; and

an excitation signal adjustment process of generating an
alternating current, a feedback current, and an offset
current from the alternating signal, the feedback signal,
and the offset signal, respectively, superimposing the
feedback current and the offset current on the alternating
current, and generating the excitation current which is
applied to the exciting coil.

10. A magnetic detection device, based on a magnetic
balance system, which detects an intensity of a stationary
magnetic field to be applied, comprising:

a flux-gate type magnetic element having an exciting coil

and a detection coil;

an excitation signal generation unit that generates an alter-
nating signal;

a detection signal comparison unit that detects a detection
signal of a positive voltage or a negative voltage which is
generated at the detection coil by an induced electromo-
tive force when a direction of an excitation current
which flows to the exciting coil switches;

a feedback signal conversion unit that converts a time
width between detection signals of the positive voltage
and the negative voltage into voltage information;

a feedback signal adjustment unit that generates a feedback
signal that generates a magnetic field that cancels out the
stationary magnetic field which is applied to the mag-
netic element, from the voltage information;

an adjustment signal generation unit that generates an off-
set signal that cancels an offset component which is
superimposed on the data signal;

an excitation signal adjustment unit that generates an alter-
nating current, a feedback current, and an offset current
from the alternating signal, the feedback signal, and the
offset signal, respectively, superimposes the feedback
current and the offset current on the alternating current,
and generates the excitation current which is applied to
the exciting coil; and

a data signal conversion unit that outputs the feedback
signal as a data signal indicating a magnetic field inten-

sity.



